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DATES TO REMEMBER  
 

9/4  Firefly favorite 

 photos  due 

9/7  CLC CLOSED 

 for Labor Day  

9/11  Grasshoppers 

 bring family 

 pictures for 

 the òTree Pro-

 jectó 

The 2009 - 2010 school year is here!     We welcome both our old and 

new friends to the Childrenõs Learning Center, a school where children 

learn and grow.  

The Childrenõs Learning Center houses the youngest of students on 

campus.   The staff at the CLC work diligently to ensure that the children 

have a positive school experience.     Learning activities are planned for 

each age group, adhering to all guidelines and requirements of the 

Maryland State Department of Education.   Lesson plans can be found posted on the 

parent board outside your childõs classroom so teachers can share the exciting ac-

tivities they have prepared for the children.   The white boards in the classroom 

windows will also be updated daily with the details of what the children did each 

day.   

Unlike the college students, our children donõt learn at their desk.  Research shows 

that preschool children learn best through play, so that is exactly what they will do 

every day.   But be assured that there are definite objectives behind the play.   A 

game of Candyland can promote skills in taking turns; making faces in a mirror can 

help children learn to recognize emotions and identify how their friend is feeling; 

and child -  initiated games on the playground can offer opportunities to create and 

follow rules, as well as develop problem solving skills.  

Thank you for trusting us with the care and education of your child.   The youngest 

students at HCC have an exciting year ahead of them!        - Ms. Kim and Ms. Amy  

LEARNING THROUGH PLAYLEARNING THROUGH PLAY   

INSIDE:  

Important Reminders for All!Important Reminders for All!   

Here are some important reminders to help everyone transition into the new 

school year:  

Č The Childrenõs Learning Center is a nut - free environment. Please, no pea-

nuts, tree nuts, or any other foods that may contain traces of nut dust.  

Č All classrooms start the day with a circle time which includes a preview of 

the dayõs activities. It is best for your child to arrive by 9:00am  every day 

in order to have the opportunity to participate in circle time and start their 

day with their classmates.                                           (continued on page 6)  

 

Childrenõs Learning Center NEWS  

September 2009  

Classroom News 2- 3 

Staff Bios  4- 5 

Class Phone Numbers  6 

Welcome Back, contõd 6 



Welcome to another new  year in the Grasshopper Room! We will encourage independence 

and self - help skills while we watch our Grasshoppers grow. Themed activities throughout 

the month will provide valuable opportunities for language skills to develop and flourish. 

Our themes this month are as follows:  

Back to School -  We will get to know each other and our environment. We will explore the 

CLC and the HCC campus by taking walks and enjoying the outdoor playground while 

learning new classmatesõ names and the songs and fingerplays that we will use all through-

out the year. All About Me & My Family -  The children will tell about themselves and their 

families by making family trees and collages with their favorite items.  Parents can help us 

with this week by providing family pictures that can be added to the Tree Project.  

Five Senses-  the Grasshoppers will learn about their senses and explore them in a variety 

of ways both indoors and out. Friends -  The children will spend the week getting to know 

their friends and interact with them through the use of songs, fingerplays, stories, and pro-

jects.         - Ms. Martha & Ms. Melissa  

Weõre so glad to begin the school year and make new friends.  Our themes to start the year 

will be:  My School -  Learning about our classroom, the Childrenõs Learning Center and the 

Howard Community College campus. Friends -  Getting to know each other and remember-

ing each otherõs name. All About Me -  Getting to know about our likes, dislikes, home life 

and families. Senses-   Learning about ourselves from the inside out. Hereõs to a great start! 

                                           - Ms. Beth & Ms. Nona  

News from the Grasshopper RoomNews from the Grasshopper Room   

News from the Beetle RoomNews from the Beetle Room   

BUMBLEBEES 

Welcome to the Bumblebee 

room! We look forward to 

meeting all of our friends and 

their parents.  
 

During this first month of the 

school year we will take time 

to get to know each child, 

watch them learn, and dis-

cover what she or he enjoys 

and needs. Then we will cre-

ate lesson plans that will help 

each child get the most out of 

their experience in the Bum-

blebee Room.   

 

- Ms. Gina & Ms. Latishia  

FIREFLIES  

September is here and this 

means a brand new school 

year and no better time to 

focus on a new environment 

than now.  This month we will 

help our  Firefly friends get 

acquainted with their new 

classroom and routines. We 

will also talk about òMy Fam-

ily.ó By September 4, please 

send three or four photos that 

are meaningful to your child; 

family, pet, or a favorite baby 

pictures. The pictures will be 

posted on our òFamily Trainó 

for all to see.                              

- Ms. Robin &  Ms Rocio  

News from the Infant and Toddler Rooms  

LADYBUGS 

We are very happy to 

welcome our new babies 

to the Ladybug class-

room! We canõt wait to 

get to know and provide 

a loving, healthy, and 

secure environment for 

them. The activities weõve 

planned will help the Ladybugs 

develop their physical, social 

and language skills as they 

grow and develop. Besides 

classroom activities, we will 

have daily stroller rides in the 

late summer air.   

- Ms. Julie & Ms. Polina  

òWe will 

explore the 

CLC and 

the HCC 

campus by 

taking walks and 

enjoying the outdoor 

playground éó 
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All aboard! The Butterflies will set sail on August 24th. We are looking forward to 

meeting the crew and breezing off to a great start! We will launch our year by estab-

lishing guidelines that will help us become responsible, helpful, and gentle.  Our 

journey will include a visit from òMiss Bea Polite,ó a Queen bee with impeccable eti-

quette. She will help keep our hive buzzing with good manners throughout the year. 

Then, after a scare with the three bears, Goldilocks, the fair - haired heroine, from The 

Three Bears, learns a lesson. Her pointers on politeness will be just right!  

 

Apple tart apple sweet. Apples are a nice treat! From September 7 - 18, it's apple pick-

ing time. The Butterfliesõ baskets will be filled to the brim with fun apple activities and 

apple pie. There will be apples galore with apple tasting, apple sorting, and apple 

baking, While indulging the five senses, we will discover many facts about apples 

while working on skills such as sorting, patterns, and same/different.  

                                                                                                                 (continued on p age 6)  

News from the Butterfly RoomNews from the Butterfly Room   

News from the Dragonfly RoomNews from the Dragonfly Room   
Welcome! The teachers in the Dragonfly room are looking forward to meeting our 

new friends and their families. Our goal is to provide our students with experiences 

that help them expand their minds, be considerate of others, and become self -

sufficient. While value is placed on the idea that we must function as one group, each 

child is observed as an individual. The teachers work hard to discover how each child 

learns and what sparks her/his interest. We begin by providing a safe and stimulating 

environment.  

Our room is set up in various òcenters.ó At center time the Dragonfly students may 

choose the area they would like to visit. Also, every month we use themes to keep 

projects fresh and offer variety. Educating with a theme enables the children to make 

connections as each theme unfolds. While planning, the teachers also use the idea of 

multiple intelligences to guide us in reaching all the children.  

For September we will concentrate on helping our new friends get acclimated and 

comfortable in their new classroom. Our themes, My School and All about Me, reflect 

the goal. Some of the September experiences planned for our various learners in-

clude:  

Musical: Introduction to Transitional and Morning Songs & Make Your Own Music  

Bodily/Kinesthetic: Follow the Leader & Making Faces  

Logical/ Mathematical: Bake Cupcakes & Graph Physical Features  

Naturalistic: Engage in an Eye Spy Tour of the CLC & Take a Walk to the Pond  

Interpersonal: Exploration of Rules and how they keep us safe indoors and outdoors 

& Body Parts Dice Game  

Intrapersonal: Dragonfly Memory Game & Self - portraits  

Linguistic: Play the Name Game & What is Special About Me Chart  

Spatial: Introduction to the Block Area, Art, Discovery & Library Areas & Favorite 

Foods Paper Plate                                                            - Ms. Angela & Ms. Michelle  
òEducating with a 

theme enables the 

children to make 

connections as 

each theme 

unfolds. ò 
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Kim Pins  

Hi, I am the director of the 

Children's Learning Center and 

have been at Howard Commu-

nity College since 1999.   When I 

started, there wasn't even a 

building and certainly not a 

program.   I was involved in all 

the design phases of the CLC 

and can hardly believe we have 

been here for ten years!   I can 

be found at the Children's 

Learning Center from 7:00am 

until 3:00pm most days, and 

look forward to a new year and 

all that it brings!   Welcome!  

 

Amy Haflett  

I am delighted to begin my sec-

ond year as the Curriculum 

Specialist at the Childrenõs 

Learning Center.   It has been a 

wonderful experience to work 

with young children while also 

being a part of the college 

community.   In addition to 

working with children, I enjoy 

reading, playing with my dog, 

and scrapbooking.   My husband 

and I will welcome our first 

child this January.   I look for-

ward to seeing both familiar 

and new faces this fall!  

 Karen Gregoire  

I am delighted to have com-

pleted my second year here at 

the Childrenõs Learning Center 

as the Administrative Office 

Associate. I look forward every 

day to greeting the children and 

their parents as they come into 

the center. It is a great privilege 

and opportunity to work with all 

the students, parents, and chil-

dren in the Howard Community 

College community.  

 

Julie Newton  

My name is Julie Newton and I 

bring an Associate of Arts  De-

gree in Early Childhood Educa-

tion from Howard Community 

College and a B.A. in Psychol-

ogy from the University of 

Maryland Baltimore County, to 

the Childrenõs Learning Center. 

I have more than six years of 

experience working with infants 

and preschool age children and 

look forward to beginning my 

second year in the Ladybug 

room.  

Polina Lotkina  

Hello, my name is Polina Lot-

kina. I have a Bachelorõs degree 

in education from Russia, and a 

90 hour certificate from  HCC 

and have been working at the 

Childrenõs Learning Center for 

one year. I take great pride in 

helping the children develop 

their skills and to ensure a safe, 

healthy, and happy environ-

ment for them. I have two chil-

dren and five grandchildren.  

Latishia Johnson  

I have been with the Childrenõs 

Learning Center for seven 

years. I have been a Work - Study 

student, substitute teacher, and 

now a full - time teacher in the 

Bumblebee room. Iõm glad to 

say I have learned more and 

more each step of the way. I 

look forward to meeting all the 

new faces in the center. I wel-

comed my first child this sum-

mer and look forward to re-

turning to work in the fall.  

Gina Gulliford  

My name is Gina Gulliford or 

òMiss Gina.ó I have been a fam-

ily child care provider for 26 

years. I am a trainer for the 

Office of Childrenõs Services in 

Howard County. I am married 

with five children ages 27 - 16 

years. I am also pursuing my 

Associates Degree in Early 

Childhood Education and I am 

very excited to be here on staff 

at the Childrenõs Learning Cen-

ter.  

Robin Shipman  

I. I have worked at the Chil-

dren's Learning Center for nine 

years. I enjoy working with chil-

dren of all ages but have a pas-

sion for the toddlers. I have an 

Associates degree in Early 

Childhood and Elementary Edu-

cation. This year I will be purs-

ing a Bachelor's degree in psy-

chology from UMUC. I look for-

ward working with each child 

her/his parents this year.  

Rocio Toledo  

Hello everyone! My name is 

Rocio Toledo and Iõm going to 

be joining Ms. Robin in the 

Firefly Room. I have been work-

ing in child care for over eight 

years and love working with 

children of all ages. In my spare 

time I enjoy hiking in the 

woods, running, swimming, 

bicycle riding, and wake board-

ing. I am very excited to be part 

of this great team and look 

forward to meeting everyone 

Childrenõs Learning Center StaffChildrenõs Learning Center Staff  

The foundations of any 

subject may be taught to 

anybody at any age in 

some form. --Jerome 

Bruner  
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The art of teaching is the 

art of assisting discov-

ery.    

~Mark Van Doren  

To teach is to 

learn twice.  

  ~Joseph Joubert  


