October 2009

There has been so much in the news lately about the HIN1

flu that you must be wondering by now how it will affect N

you here at the Childrends LeaDAIESnT:,fOREME'MBFéir. H
impact will be minimal. No new policies have been imple-

mented at the Childrenés Lear nliOf/8g FALERESEr , but
more diligent about consistent implementation of the poli- 10/20 Firefly Open

cies we do have. Some that you can help us focus on are: ¢

House
e Washing your hands every time you enter the building. For your conven-
ience there is a dispenser with hand sanitizer located in the entry way.

10/30 Costume Parade

e Helping your child wash their hands upon entering the classroom. Are you
rushed? Wash hands with your child and complete both tasks at once!

e Keeping your child home when they have a fever, diarrhea or even a N\)
chronic cough or sneeze. As much as they try, our little ones are not very

good at covering, and thus preventing the spread of germs to their friends. \M N ‘

How does H1N1 spread? People with the flu can give you the virus if they x — N
cough or sneeze near you. You can also become sick by touching something

with germs on it, such as a door knob, and then touching your eyes, mouth, or

nose.

It is still unknown how long a person with the flu is contagious. You may be L
able to spread flu germs for up to 1 day before and up to 7 days after you
start having symptoms.  Children will be asked to stay home until their fever
has been gone for 24 hours without taking any fever reducing medications
(Tylenol, aspirin, Motrin, etc), their nose is not running, and the coughing and
sneezing are minimal.

How can you prevent the flu? Check out HCCd&s web page. INSIDE: Al sec
of the home page has been designated to share information and answer ques-
tions about the virus. | encourage you all to visit ~ www.howardcc.edu and click
on the bold red square on the right hand side. Keep an eye on the bulletin

board in the entry way where we will post new and additional information as

Classroom News

we receive it. Dragonfly
Toget her we will continue to make the nir
healthy school where your children grow and learn every day! Class Phone Numbers

- Ms. Kim and Ms. Amy
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News from the Infant and Toddler Rooms

LADYBUGS

The youngest friends at the Chil-
drenos
come acquainted with their new
environment and teachers. Dur-
ing October, Ms. Julie and Ms.
Polina look forward to employing
puppetry, reading, nursery
rhymes, finger plays, and paper
crumpling in the daily routine. On
Friday the 30th, the Ladybugs are
welcome to bring in their cos-
tumes for the parade across the
HCC campus.
get to sign up for a parent -
teacher conference toward the
end of the month!

Paren

- Ms. Julie & Ms. Polina

Learning C

BUMBLEBEES

The Bumblebees have begun
the new schoal year bybbecom-
ing familiar with their new
friends. An important part of

t he
settling into the new school
schedule and routines. The

daily schedule begins with mu-
sic movement
speci al activiti
work, followed by play. During
play, the children will develop

their satial skiist andflamguage
facilitated by learning and using
simple sign language, exploring
and discovering their world,

and coordination of movement.

- Ms. Gina & Ms. Latishia

chil drends d

and

FIREFLIES

The Fireflies will welcome fall
with excitement as they use
their senses, motor skills, and
art activities to explore the
world around them. The chil-
dren will choose a friend and
teacher for a nature walk where
they will find items for the sen-
sory table. This year will mark
the first Firefly Room Open
House on Tuesday, October 20
from 5:00 - 5:30. Topics will
include daily routines, polices
and procedures, and a Q&A
session. Hope to see you there!

Happy fall.

- Ms. Robin & Ms Rocio

News from the Grasshopper Room

September was a month of acclimation for the Grasshoppers; we are seeing fewer tears
and more smiles. October will include more fun and exciting activities that will help the
children learn and grow.

othe During the first two weeks of the month the children in the Grasshopper room will be
Grasshoppers J3, transitioning from summer into fall. The class will be taking advantage of what the season
will plant and

has to offer by exploring leaves in a variety of ways such as creating leaf prints and ob-
serving with a magnifying glass. The children will take several nature walks around campus
to collect leaves for art projects and the sensory table. Children are encouraged to bring in
interesting leaves that they have found at home, or out and about, to share with the class.

grow a
personal pumpkin
patch o

&

During the next two weeks the Grasshoppers will plant and grow a personal pumpkin patch
and explore different painting techniques on pumpkins using sponges, cookie cutters, and
big brushes to create visual texture. On October 31st they will participate in the costume
parade across campus. Each child may bring a costume (no masks, please).
- Ms. Martha & Ms. Melissa

B g

4
ﬁ‘ni News from the Beetle Room

- It is so hard to believe that October is here and that there are so many fun activities planned in the

Do You Know What Shape This IS? geetle room this month! During the first two weeks the children will learn about shape and color. Then
(tune of Do You Know the Muffin Mapgd will be two weeks of pumpkins, bats, and monsters.
Do you know what shape this is?  Colors and Shapes - We will make a caterpillar collage out of circles, a house out of squares and rec-
What shape this is? What shape thisas®les, and trees out of a triangle and a rectangle. We will make cookies in different shapes and paint
Do you know what shape this is? by mixing different colors.
Il 6m hol di ng i n mpPumpking Bals and Monsters - During the last two weeks of October the Beetles will create pumpkin
(children will say its name) puppets and examine them inside and out. Using their hands as a pattern they'll make bats to fly
though the air. Monsters will be used to help the children learn and reinforce color recognition.

- Ms. Beth & Ms. Nona

Second verse:
Do You Know WRatlofThis Is?
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News from the Dragonfly Room

Iltds October and the children accl i
nding one another of the and
and development we hope that you are acclimating well too. As most three year olds

ar e ma t

mi rul es rout.i

e

think in the ohere and now, 6 it is often djjff tri
your children engage in conversations about their day at school, you may jump start
them in several ways:
Talk about the songs that they sing: lyrics of our most sang songs can be found in
the tray on top of the cubbies; feel free to take home a copy. C Parent Involved Opportunity¢
Inquire about classroom jobs:  book collector, clip collector, sweeper, bird feeder, The Dragonflies would like several
morning message helper, line leader, singer, spoon helper and soap helper. parents to volunteer to record (on
Encourage conversation about t heThésd-;aiemspraYmgLakpe) UG USRI
big role in their day. Each area is color coded - ask your child about the colored o0% :
clips. Also, take a tour of the room (with your child as your guide) to familiarize :ZZ d(;ads)sr?::i f:%ﬁ:g\zgg :)rz:(?h(g
yourself with each area. Posted on the wall in each area are the potential benefits Dragonfly classroom. A sign -up sheet
gained through use of that specific area. Areas include: Discovery, Blocks, Artist is located next to the white board.
Corner, Music, Manipulative, Library, Sensory, and Dramatic Play. The children will listen to the parent -
Mention classmates and/or Mentoring Class Puppets: a class list may be found in recorded stories durin.g. "b.rary time
as well as when transitioning to/from

the tray on top of the cubbies. Class puppets such as Felipe, Shy Guy, Impulsive nap time.
Puppy, and Rhyming Rodney visit the classroom periodically (as more puppet Happy Recording!
friends are introduced we will mention of them on the white board).
Read the lesson plans and the white board: this monthds experie
ies should provide a host of conversations. The topics of study are Trees, Leaves
and Everything in Between, Autumn, and because several of the children have shown
some interest in catapults, we will explore some Simple Machines!

- Ms. Angela & Ms. Michelle
News from the Butterfly Room
The Butterflies are creeping and crawling into the first week of October with a Spider
unit. Answers wil/| be provided to questions Do al
OWhat makes a spider a spider?6 Weaving web site

spiders, and a tea party with Miss Spider are a few spooky activities that fill up our
week. The second week of October is filled with Insects . First, we will discover the
difference between insects and spiders, and why a spider is not an insect. Then we
flutter through investigations of our classroom insect species: the butterfly. Bugs will
be flying, crawling, and jumping all around the room. Come on by for a leaf bed of

aphids at the Ladybug Cafe.

Around and around and around we go! Our last two weeks of October will roll by as
we learn all about wheels. Our adventures will start moving along as we set out to see
how many different types of wheels we can find in our environment. In addition, our
creative wheels will be turning as we paint with wheels and observe what happens as
our tracks mix together to make new colors. Then we will begin actual investigative
research as children roll their cars across different surfaces to determine which sur-
face is er to As the
(continued on page 4)

easi rol | on. uni t

by following the steps on a recipe card.




(Butterflies, continued from page 3)
The Chi |l drends LeaNEWSng
is a publication of
Howard Community Co *Sheebexess Empty Yogurt Containers * Solid colored short
Childrenos Lear ni ng jacketwithdrass buttons * Pocket watch * Skateboard that we
10901 Little Patuxent Parkway can take apart * Corrugated cardboard * Bubble wrap * Old Keys *
Columbia, MD 21046 Junk mail * Plastic water bottles * Milk caps * Plastic tops * Fris-
bees * Egg Beaters * Toy Paddle Boats

enter A .
&/e are on the lookout for the following items this month:

-Ms. Lori & Ms. Melanie

Phone: 410-770-4150

Fax: 410-772-4151
E_mail: kpins@howardcc_edu CLASSROOM TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Ladybug Room 443 - 518 - 2036
Federal Tax ID#: 52-0900106
Bumblebee Room 443 - 518 - 2037
Firefly Room 443 - 518 - 2038
Grasshopper Room 443 - 518 - 2030
VISIT US ONLINE AT
www.howardcc.edu/childcare Beetle Room 443 - 518 - 2031
Dragonfly Room 443 - 518 - 2033
% ﬁ/,-‘ % @ & Butterfly Room 443 - 518 - 2032
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Events and Resources

October 8 "Read for the Record"

Jumpstart and the Pearson Foundation are continuing their annual day on which caring adults read a given story to
young children all over the world. Last year over 800,000 people read, or listened to Corduroy. This year they hope for

a million people to read Eric Carle's  The Very Hungry Caterpiflar to one or more children on If you want to participate
in this exercise, go to  http://www.readfortherecord.org/

Social and Emotional Skills Resources

The Center on the Social and Emotional Foundations for Early Learning
(CSEFEL) is focused on promoting the social emotional development and
school readiness of young children birth to age 5. CSEFEL is a national
resource center funded by the Office of Head Start and Child Care Bu-
reau for disseminating research and evidence -based practices to early
childhood programs across the country. Itis an excellent resource for
free books, activities, and parent
social-emotional development. For more information visit
www.vanderbilt.edu/csefel/ _and click on For Families.
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