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FOREWORD 
 
Welcome to Howard Community College!  Whether you are beginning or continuing your quest for 
higher education at Howard Community College, we hope that you will find that HCC will indeed help 
you put it together.  Think of this manual as a guidebook for your course towards success at HCC.  
Browse through it now to see what services we have to offer, and hold on to it as a resource throughout 
your time here.  At HCC, we believe you can get there from here! 
 
Please let us know your thoughts about the Orientation Manual. Our goal is to help you succeed here at 
HCC and we would love to hear your thoughts and ideas on how to improve this manual to make it 
more effective and user friendly. Please send your suggestions to: 
 

Howard Community College 
Office of Student Life  
SA 201 
10901 Little Patuxent parkway 
Columbia, MD 21044 

 
Or email ï studentlife@howardcc.edu 

 
We wish you all the best in your collegiate career. You are very fortunate to have the opportunity to 
embark on one of lifeôs greatest journeysðgetting a college education. Make the most of these next few 
years! Success is all up to you! We know you can do it! Best wishesé 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 
ñThis is more than an Orientation Manual. It is an asset to a successful college career. I 

transferred into HCC, 
 and see a big difference in the numerous available computers and on-campus resources. 

HCC is a building block to success.ò 
 

Javier Diaz-Pender ï Former HCC Student 
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CHAPTER ONE:  
GETTING READY FOR CLASSES  

 
Ý Buying Your Books: p. 5 -7 
Ý What is a Course Syllabus?: p. 8 -10 

 
 

Did you knowé 
 
In 1977, The Iron Horse Express 
was originated as HCCôs first mascot. In Spring 2001, 
we unveiled our new mascot -  the HCC Dragon.  The 
dragon was named five years later after a campus-
wide contest, where the name Duncan beat out dozens 
of other entries.   Dr. Mary Ellen Duncan, the college 
president who inspired the name, retired in June 2007. 
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