COURSE OUTLINE
NURS-211
Enhancing Clinical Competence
Intersession
1lor 2 Semester Hours

HOWARD COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Description

The student will practice as a member of a nursing team under the supervison of a desgnated R.N.
preceptor. The student will identify patients' responsesto stress and factorswhich may affect differences.
The nursing process will be used to determine gppropriate nurang intervention with foci on assessment,
organization and quality patient care. Variables associated with ddegation of nurang tasks and management
skillswill beidentified. Increased understanding of the complexitiesof thedlinical setting isexpected aswell
as heightened levels of sdf-awareness, salf-confidence, and effectiveness of nursing practice.

Pre-requiste Completion of NURS-201 within the past year with agrade of C or better.

Overall Course Objectives

At the completion of the experience, the sudent will be able to:

1 Identify or explain nursing actions which are common to and/or unique to the nuraing unit.
Describe patient's responses to stress as affected by the time of day, environmenta factors and
pathophysiology.

Organize, prioritize and administer care to asmall group of patients on varying nursing shifts.
Develop proficiency in performing technica skills,

Consult with other members of the heslth care team to coordinate patient care activity.

Identify basic principles of effective management of aunit.

Describe Strategies to resolve conflict Stuations.

Evduate nurang practice in reaionship to qudlity in petient care.
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Major Topics
Clinica Experience Related to:

Course Objectives

Individua Objectives

Roles of Faculty, Student Preceptors
Requirements for Satisfactory Clinica Practice
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Cour e Requirements

Hours:
Section 361 - 1 Clinicd credit, 5dinicd shiftsplus planning and eva uation meetingswith
faculty and preceptors.
OR

Section 362 - 2 Clinicd credits, 10 dinicd shifts plus planning and evauation mestings
with faculty and preceptors.

Students may regigter for 1-2 credits choosing from the above sections.

Grading: Students may audit this course or contract for agrade with criteriaincluding both quality
and quantity of assgnments. Clinicd performance must be a a satisfactory leve to receive credit.

Written: Includes preparation of individua objectives. Written assgnments related to patient and
family assessments, outcomes of care and the hedlth care delivery system will be assgned for
students depending on student status in the coursg, i.e., credit or audit and number of credits.

Other Course Information

Students are encouraged to experience day and evening and/or night shifts. Eight or twelve hour shiftsare
available in many aress.

Many students chooseto audit thiscourse. Inauditing, the respongbility for written assgnmentsis reduced.
All students are required to write individua learning objectives in addition to the course objectives.

Preceptorship: A preceptorship is a one-to-one relation between an experienced nurse and a novice
nursng sudent. The assumption underlying the use of dlinica preceptorsis that a consstent one-to-one
relationship is the mogt effective mechanism for learning. The preceptorship provides students with
experiencesin the “red world’.

The students, faculty and preceptor must work together throughout thiscourse. Although apreceptorshipis

aone-to-one relationship between an experienced nurse and a nursing student, faculty must aso be kept
informed of learning progress and meseting the requirements for satisfactory clinical practice.
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