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In Chinese literature, the Tang
period (618-907) is considered the
golden age of Chinese poetry.
During the Tang Dynasty, poetry
was an important part of social life
at all levels of society. Tang shi
san bdi shou, “Three Hundred
Tang Poems,” represented the best
works by the most prominent
Tang poets. Tang poems have
been used for centuries to teach
elementary students to read and
write  Chinese, and also to
cultivate character.

Today | will recite the tang poem:
Deng Guan Que Lou,
By Wang Zhihuan
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The poem encourages people to
pursue a better life with their best
efforts.

| like this poem a lot; please
enjoy!

Mountains cover the white sun,

Oceans drain the golden river,

But you widen your view three
hundred miles,

By going up one flight of stairs.

Y K

Fireworks
Meredith N. Grossman 5 % 5
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China invented fireworks shortly
after inventing gunpowder around
A.D. 1,000. The purpose of
fireworks was to drive away evil
spirits and bad influences (thought
to cause disease). Currently,
fireworks are used to celebrate the
New Year. Children really like to
shoot off fireworks. China sells
the U.S. a lot of fireworks each
year.
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Shufa (calligraphy) is an ancient
art of Asian cultures. It is the art
of writing characters, transforming
them into images by using brush
stroke speed and technique.

The four tools used are the brush,
paper, ink, and inkstone, are
known as the four treasures of the
study. A traditional brush is made
from bamboo with animal hair or
feathers. The paper is made from a
mix of bamboo, rice, and other
plants. Traditional ink is made
from lampblack soot, and comes
in a stick form. The inkstone holds
water and the ink, which is made
by grinding the inkstick on the
inkstone, mixing the ink flakes
with water until the correct
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thickness is obtained. Bottles of
ink are also used, but usually for
practice only.

Students practice by copying
characters written by a master,
practicing for years. The
techniques include stroke order,
speed, pressure, and how the brush
is held for stroke thickness. The
final character must have the
correct proportions and structure,
as well as being pleasing to the
eye.

One good character to practice
writing is yong, because it is
composed of 8 basic strokes!

Y Ong means forever.
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Lunar  Calendar. Mike, an
American boy, wants to join the
Dragon Boat Day celebration. He
loves Chinese culture; the holiday
must be fun! He also wants to
learn more about the Dragon Boat
Day.

There are many dragon boats; but
Mike does not know how to join
the race. He cannot read, nor
speak Chinese. A Chinese boy
walks toward him and greets him
in English. Mike is very happy to
meet this Chinese boy, Li Ping. Li
IS very nice, and they talk to each
other. Li Ping tells Mike the story
of the Dragon Boat Day:

Qu Yuan was a famous and dearly
loved Chinese poet who threw
himself into the water after finding
out that the Qin overthrew the
Zhou Dynasty. After that, the
townspeople rowed their boats
into the water and tried to search
for him. They beat drums and
threw in zongzi to prevent the fish
from eating him. Now, many
people celebrate this day by
having dragon boat races and
eating zongzi.

Mike likes the story. He wants to
join the Dragon Boat Race, so Li
Ping helps him. Their boat wins
the race, and they are very happy.
After the race, they rest and eat
zongzi. Zongzi is so delicious.
Mike is very happy, and he hugs
Li Ping. They become very good
friends.

The Dragon Boat Day Celebration
is a wonderful memory that the
American boy will never forget.
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Traditional Chinese Medicine is
an ancient system of medicine
developed in China over 3000
years ago. Unlike Western
medicine, its emphasis is on
maintaining balance within the
body--not controlling a disease
process. It was said that one paid
a Chinese Medicine doctor to keep
one healthy; one didn’t pay him if
one got sick.

Traditional Chinese Medicine has
four main methods, called
branches. These are acupuncture,
herbal medicine, massage (Tui
Na), and food therapy. Exercise
(Taijichuan or Qigong) can also be
considered a branch.

The Yellow Emperor’s Classic of
Internal Medicine (Huang Di Nei
Jing) is the first written text
introducing Chinese medicine
concepts and theories. It is also the
world’s oldest known medical
textbook, thought to have been
written between 800 and 200 BC.
Prior to this, there are many
legends about Chinese medicine.
A common one is about a
warhorse that was cured of
lameness after being struck by
arrows, leading to the
development of acupuncture.
Traditional Chinese Medicine is
enjoying popularity again in China
and all over the world. It has been
proven effective for keeping
people and animals healthy, for
relieving pain, and for curing
diseases, especially where
Western therapies have failed.
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A View of Taishan
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Dai zongfu rihé? Qilii qing wei
lido.
Zaohua zhong shénxiu, yinyang
ge hiin xido.
Dang xiong shéng céng yun, jué
Zi ru gul niso.
Hui dang ling juéding, yilin
zhong shan xi:io.
What shall I say of the Great
Peak?
The ancient dukedoms are
everywhere green,
Inspired and stirred by the breath
of creation,
With the Twin Forces balancing
day and night.
...I bare my breast toward opening
clouds;
| strain my sight after birds flying
home.
When shall | reach the top and
hold
all mountains in a single glance?
Historical background:
Mount Tai (Z£[Li: Taishan) is a
place of religious and cultural
significance in China. Itis
located north of the city of Tai’an
in Shandong Province. Itis
renowned as the greatest of the
Five Sacred Mountains with
religious ceremonies going back
as far as 3000 years ago. The Jade
Emperor is its highest point, at a
height of 5028.5 ft.
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Chinese Valentine’s Day

Sitting beside the Milky Way
Separated by the Goddess of
Heaven

Tears form in your eyes

As he stares at you on the other
side

You smile and wipe away your
tears

This Valentine’s Day

On the 7" day of the 7" lunar
month

You reunite with your lover once
again

I’m sitting under the grape vine
Staring at the bright starry sky

| can hear your sweet whispers
I’'m wearing my best clothes
Offering you the sweetest melons
I make a wish

Help me find my true love

Grant my wish lady Zhi Nu

To find a faithful and loving
husband

Like your Niu Lang
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Chinese Valentine's Day
Meagan C. Reccardi
Chinese 101
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Once upon a time, there lived a
very kind-hearted old man. He
went to the mountain every day to
cut firewood. "I think I’ll have my
lunch “said the old man. As he
was eating his lunch, one rice-ball
fell out onto the ground. The rice-
ball rolled down on the mountain
slope. “Hey, wait! Stop, rice-ball.”
The old man ran after it. The rice-
ball rolled down to the valley and
finally jumped into a hole in the
ground.

The old man came down to the
hole. “There’s a hole here. |
wonder what’s in it...Oops, no!”
he cried. Trying to peer down the
hole, the old man slipped and fell
into it. "Ouch!” cried the old man.
Looking around he found it was a
mouse’s house. A group of mice
were happily eating the old man’s
rice-ball. The mice became aware
of the old man and said, “Hello. Is
this your rice-ball?” “It’s so
delicious that we couldn’t stop
eating. There’s not much left, but
let us give it back to you.”

“I’m happy you liked it so much.
Don’t worry about me; eat it all,
please,” said the old man.

Pleased with his kind offer, the
mice finished the rice-ball. “Was it
that good? I’ll bring another
tomorrow, then,” the old man said
as he left. The next day, the old
man came back to the hole and
dropped a rice-ball into the hole.
Thus, the old man lived happily
after.
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(Original Korean Version)
Seon Kim 4 & # CHNS 101
Korean Sijo (poem)“Tae San Ga”/

Z L Er (EHAETE
tai shan gé

FlLBEETF L, BELDEZER

tai shan sut gao shi yi shan

déng déng bu yi réu sha nan
Ef&t A4S SE0|F St

tae san su go si yuk san
deung deung bul e yu ha nan

HATHEF & A, RE LG ATE
shi rén bu kén 140 shén 1i
zh1 dao sdn gao bu ké pan
MelE3 e AR AT ETHE
sae in bul geung no sin lyuk
ji do san go bul ga ban

Taesan
Indeed, the Taesan stands high
Yet, it rises under the heaven

If we resolve to defy
Its height, we surely will conquer
it

Now some people just sit down
and cry out that the mountain is
too tall.

Yang Saon (1517-1584)

“Tae san gal” 1s very widely
recited among Korean folks. This
sijo® is known as a didactic poem
which contains the lessons of
effort and success. If you put forth
your best effort, you can
accomplish anything. Yang Saon

! Tae San is a high mountain in eastern China
2 Korean poetic form
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was known as a distinguished
poet, prose writer, and
calligrapher. His family originated
from Chung-Ju, his name is
Eeung-bing and pseudonyms were
Bong-lae, Wan-gu, Chang-hae,
and Hae-gaek. He is a son of Dong
Lyung® Ju Bu* “Hee Su”. He has
one older brother (Sa Jun) and one
younger brother (Sa Gi). The three
brothers were highly intelligent
and they were very skilled at
poetry and prose. Therefore, they
were often compared with the
Chinese scholar family So Sun
(father), So Sik (son), So Chul
(son). Yang Saon was the one of
the four master calligraphers,
along with An Pyung Dae Gun®,
Kim Gu®, and Han Ho' in the Cho-
Sun Dynasty. He was especially
good at Hae suh® and Cho suh®.

wE B (1517-1584)
(R EHEHT ZHF.
BER —EELNHEF, 7
ANF AT R R RE
MR AKMNE 71, ol =15
e, FEEMETERELW
TFA. BXEAHER. 8
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ANEE (R, —NEF
(+%F) . ZAFHREAL,
fEFR, MMATSFEFH
BL=7%: 7 A (XD . #
HKAATMAEEE. HEERE
EfHE EmAFEAFZ—,
BRKBHES, HiE
BE,

RE&RE

Hoa B. Pham %4 CHNS 101
REBFA. RERCZHREFE
. MEA&E#HXT O, RIFZ,
A LN ERZ,
I am a Vietnamese and I like to eat
Vietnamese Spring rolls. This is
very delicious. | hope you will like
it too.

3 Government office, the authorities in Cho-
Sun Dynasty

4 Official rank in Cho-Sun Dynasty

® the third son of the Great King Se-Jong,

8 the loyal retainer in Cho-Sun Jung-Jong
period

" the master calligrapher in Cho-Sun Myung-
Jong period, compared with Wang Hee-Jee (

I&82)

8 the square style of Chinese handwriting
® the cursive characters
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If You Enjoy Music - You Will
Certainly Enjoy These Artists!

A lot of people enjoy listening to
music. If you do, here are a few
artists you may not have heard
before:

Eddplant is a British guitarist and
singer. He sings rock and indie
songs. He has two albums:
“Confidence Tricks” and “None
Of These Songs Are About You,
But Some Of Them Might Apply.”
Tom Milsom is also a British
artist. He sings, and plays the
ukulele, banjo, mandolin, drums
and other percussion, piano,
keyboards, accordion, bass guitar,
electric guitar, melodica,
omnichord, organ, theremin,
glockenspiel, slide whistle, and
kazoo. He plays mostly indie
music and alternative or
experimental music. He has two
albums: “Awkward Ballads for the
Easily Pleased” and “Painfully
Mainstream.”

Mike Lombardo is an American
pianist. He sings and plays nerdy
songs. He attended the Berkley
School of Music and received a
degree in songwriting. He has
five albums: “Songs for a New
Day,” “Refresh: The New
Fordham Sessions,” “The
Fordham Sessions,” “Internet: A
Series of Tunes (Vol. 1)” and
“Internet: A Series of Tunes (Vol.

2)”0
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NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

River

Town

TWO

BESBERAEHESSLE R

AUTHOR OF ORACLE BONES

Literature — "River Town" by
Peter Hessler

Author Peter Hessler goes to
China in 1997 with the US Peace
Corps to teach English . He
teaches at a teachers college in
Fuling, China.

Fuling is situated next to the
Yangtze river in Sichuan province.
Hessler has an interesting
experience in Fuling.

He is the first foreigner to live
there in 50 years.

He teaches English language and
literature to college students.At
first, people are suspicious of him.
But he learns to speak Chinese and
to understand the people. And he
makes a lot of friends.

While he is there, many things
happen in China. He is there for
the death of Xiaoping Deng, the
return of Hong Kong, and the
Three Gorges project.

His account in River Town
provides an interesting point of
view.

| recommend this book to anyone
interested in the language and
people of China.
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The kingdom of Bahrain
The kingdom of Bahrain is located
in the Arabic gulf in the Continent
of Asia. It has a total area of 750
square kilometers and a population
of nearly one and a half million
(according to statistics in 2010).
The Capital of Bahrain is the city
of Manama, and it is located on a
peninsula in the north of the
island. This city is the biggest city
in the country, and it supports
162,000 people (according to
statistics in 2001).
The official language of Bahrain is
Arabic. However, the people
usually speak their native dialect
of Bahrani Arabic. English is also
widely spoken there. The religion
of Islam is the official religion in
Bahrain. And there is also a
minority of Christians, in addition
to ten per cent of others. The
climate of Bahrain is what is
known as an arid climate. It has
extremely hot weather in summer,
from April to October, but mild
weather in the winter,
approximately  twenty degrees
Celsius. In conclusion, Bahrain is
an interesting island nation,
although it is one of the smallest
Arabic nations in the Middle East.
Nathan Goedeke
ARAB 202-101
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Songkran: Thai New Year

Every 13" through 15" of
April, Thai people all around the
world celebrate what is known as
the Songkran Festival. This period
marks the beginning of the Thai
New Year. It is one of the biggest
holidays for  Thai  people.
Typically, most Thais will spend
their three days off visiting their
family members and relatives. The
highlight of Songkran is nothing
else but the famous water fight
occurring along the streets of
Thailand — which attracts a
handful of foreigners annually.
Songkran is a time for family, fun,
and fully drenched clothes!
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The Sultanate of Oman

| want to know about The
Sultanate of Oman because we
rarely hear about in the news.
Sources of information on Oman
differ a lot about the basic facts of
the country. The official name of
the country is the Sultanate of
Oman.

Geographic Location: Oman is
located in the southeast corner of
the Arabian Peninsula on the Strait
of Hormuz at the entrance to the
Persian  Gulf. Oman shares
borders with Yemen and the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and
The United Arab Emirates. Oman,
overlooks the Arabian Sea on the
one hand, and on the Gulf of
Oman and the Persian Gulf on the
other hand.

Area: The area of Oman is 309
500 square kilometers. This is the
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size of the state of Kansas. Oman
is desert country with little water
and almost no land for agriculture,
but Oman has many natural
resources such as oil and natural
gas, copper, limestone, gypsum,
asbestos and marble.

Population: The  estimated
population of the Sultanate of
Oman 3,027,959 million people
including 577,293  foreigners.
About three quarters of the
population lives in cities.

Capital of Oman: the capital of
the Sultanate of Oman is Muscat.
Muscat is located in the North of
the country on the coast. The
population is estimated as 797 000
people, according to statistics in
2010.

Languages Used: Arabic is the
official language, but most people
speak English, Baluchi, Urdu, or
Indian dialects as well.

Religion: The official religion is
Islam. Three-quarters of the
population are Ibadi Muslim and
the rest are Sunni and Shia with a
small number of Hindus and a
smaller number of Catholics.

The Climate in Oman: The
climate in the Sultanate of Oman
is very hot and dry most of the
year. Oman is mostly desert with
little rain. From mid-April to
October, average summer
temperatures in the capital are 33
degrees  Celsius  while the
temperature in the inland areas are
more than 50 degrees and
humidity sometimes more than 90
percent. As for the rest of the year
temperatures are moderate.
Currency: the currency of Oman
is the Omani rial. One Omani rial
equals about two and one half
American dollars.

Joseph Lamonte
Arabic Class 202
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¢Necesitas Ayuda?

La semana de examenes finales se
acerca!

HCC te ofrece muchas
oportunidades para recibir ayuda.
Hay estudiantes y profesores que
te ayudaran cuanto tu lo
necesites.

Hay tutores para todas las
materias que se encontrarian
contigo cuando tu lo necesites.

Si tu quieres un tutor, ve al centro
de servicios para aprendizaje y
registrate para obtener ayuda.
édo you need help?

Finals are coming up!

HCC offers you many
opportunities to get help.

You will find students and
professors who will help you
when you need it.

You will find tutors for every
subject who would meet with you
when you need it.

If you need a tutor, go to the
Learning Service Center and
register to get help.

Le Club international aHCC

By Hilary Reintges

AHCC, il yaun Club
international. Dans ce club, les
membres examinent les diffé&entes
cultures du monde.

Chaque semaine, le club éudie un
nouveau pays. Par exemple, la
semaine derniere, j’ai présenté le
Japon. J’ai partagé des
informations sur la culture, la
mode et la langue. A chaque
reunion, une autre personne
partage des informations sur un
pays difféent.

La semaine prochaine, le club
examinera le pays du Vi& Nam.
Nous voudrions que vous veniez!
(Il'y aura amanger !)

At HCC, there’s an International
Club. In this club, the members
explore different world cultures.
Each week, the club looks at a
new country. For example, last
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week | gave a presentation
about the country of Japan. |
shared information about
culture, fashion and language.
Each meeting, someone else
shares information about a
different country.

Next week, the club will explore
the country of Vietnam. We
would love it if you came!
(There will be food!)
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What is it that is spicy,
tasty, and in- expensive? Guess!
Correct — It is Thai food! Growing
up in Thailand, I enjoyed
observing foreigners who were
having their first bite of Thai food.
Their reaction made me laugh
because as they were attempting to
swallow the spicy dish, a sea of
sweat was clearly visible on their
faces. Actually, I should have
pitied them; however, | was not
able to comprehend their feelings
at that moment. Later on, when |
had a chance to taste the Thai food
here in the United States, | then
understood their feelings. Since
most Thai food in the U.S. is made
sweet, rather than spicy like
authentic Thai cuisine, foreigners
were not exposed to the real
flavors. When it comes to popular
Thai dishes, Tom Yum Goong,
Pad Thai, and Thai Green Curry
Chicken are the most well-known.
Thai dishes are also renowned for
their unique ingredients. Fish
sauce, lemon, coconut milk, lemon
grass, galangal, eggplant, and Thai
chili are among those ingredients.
Recently, Thai food has been
gaining in popularity in the United
States, and whenever my friends
discover that | am Thai, they
instantly praise Thai food. Hearing
S0 boosts my national pride.

However, | just hope that people
won’t forget about Thai desserts.
Now, go try some Thai Mango
Sticky Rice! Bon appéit!
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Written by the students of Arabic
102 (Adnane, Fahed, Yamarie,
Sarah and Amber)

From the animals' kingdom

We like animals. Animals are very
pretty. We ride horses when we
feel lonely. The horse is a big and
fast animal. There are many
horses in the Middle-East. In the
kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the king
has many horses that he likes to
ride. We like to ride horses as
well.
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