SEARCH REPORT for ENGL 225 FALL 2007


Literature classes at Howard Community have six course objectives as evidenced in the recently distributed syllabus for ENGL 225.  These objectives include understanding ways that literature reflects intellectual, social, historical and multicultural contexts, as well as, using appropriate research and documentation. Therefore, the search report assignment for this class, worth 20% of the course grade, has two distinct purposes: First, to provide students with an opportunity to strengthen information literacy skills (research and documentation) learned in previous composition classes.  Second, to present essential background information for understanding the works read in class—especially cultural concepts. The resulting information quest follows the steps outlined below:

 

I.  Choose a Topic
Read the topic list distributed separately.  Identify your first, second and third choices on that handout before returning to the instructor. As you choose a topic, please note that the presentation dates have been staggered throughout the semester to coincide with the reading assignments.   Do not choose a due date that will be a problem for you because assignments more than one week late will receive a zero for this portion (20%) of the grade. Your instructor will make every effort to give you your first or second choice on the completed class presentation schedule which will be returned at least two weeks before the first report(s) are due.
 

II. Research your Topic
Once you are sure that you have been assigned a specific topic, you must find information from at least six (5) sources.  

 

1. Use your text, the Norton Anthology of World Masterpieces, as your first resource. This will be possible for every topic *except Nafisi.  Your text has introductory information for historical periods, as well as, specific works or authors.
2. Use the HCC library to find your next source. Find at least two resources from the literature links provided. 

Library home page: http://www.howardcc.edu/students/campus_services/library/
Locating articles: http://www.howardcc.edu/students/campus_services/library/information_for_students/index.html
Literature Resources: http://fh6kc5ml6h.cs.serialssoluti.com/?SS_LibHash=FH6KC5ML6H&searchBy=%3D%22Database%22&catGroupList=default&currentCat=16728&searchType=basic&B1=Search
When you follow this link—which you can do from home, from an HCC computer lab or a library computer—you will find these preferred literature resources: InfoTrac, Jstor for Arts, LexisNexis Academic, Literature Resource Center, Oxford Reference and the Shakespeare Collection.

3. Once you have used both your text and the HCC library data bases, you may use the Internet (Google for example) for your final sources. Please be aware of links from the HCC library pages (see below) that will help you evaluate Internet sources.
http://cms.howardcc.edu/students/campus_services/library/great_web_sites/website_eval_checklist.html
III. Compile your Report

Present your research information in either PowerPoint or Word—both of which will be modeled for you.
The idea is to summarize some of the main points from your research as text slides—then enhance this factual information with images. Remember that your task is to find:

1. background information about the work or author—which may include biography

2. historical points of relevance to the work

3. cultural points of interest—which might include maps, samples of period art and architecture etc.—relevant to the values of the society in which the work being studied was created.
IV. Cite your information
Be sure to include an MLA style source page for the (6) sites that you use. Remember that documentation includes two parts: Parenthetical citations for the information you summarize and a Work Cited Page. Anthologies and web sites require special formats. MLA style pages available from HCC library home page: http://www.howardcc.edu/students/campus_services/library/Electronic_Resources/mla_examples.html
V. Present/Submit your work
1.  Proof your work for typos and sentence skill problems. 
2.  Save your presentation on a CD or Udrive or as a web page that you can access from the classroom.
3. After you present your information to the class, submit the CD to the instructor OR prepare a printed copy of your presentation. This print-out should show full pages of each slide including the Work Cited Page. Please, no thumbnails.  The print-out or CD (with complete and accurate MLA style Work Cited Page is due the same day as your presentation.  Late print-outs/CDs lose points. Remember that you can print from one of the HCC computer labs with a picture ID. You can also print from the HCC library for a charge.

Again, the intention of this report is to provide background information/interest about the author, culture and work being read, as well as to provide practice with information literacy, research and documentation. 
When you are choosing topics, make sure that you choose a presentation date that works for you.
