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             “Master Students move freely among us.

      In fact, there’s one living inside of your skin.”

Dave Ellis, author of Becoming a Master Student


First-Year Experience
FYEX 100

Syllabus/Activities
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Fall 2009
Instructor:





Office Number:

Phone Number:   




Office Hours       


Email Address: 

FYEX 100

First-Year Experience
Course Syllabus

Course Description
First-Year Experience is a two-credit course designed to provide a highly interactive, critical thinking experience to help you understand yourself as an intentional learner and as a civic and global citizen. Through self-assessment, reading, writing, and reflection, you will develop habits of mind necessary to engage in academic inquiry, creative and critical thinking, and scholarly discourse with integrity and civility; develop your ability to articulate your long-term goals as related to your beliefs and values; and strengthen your capacity to appreciate diversity and effective intercultural and interpersonal communication. (2 hours)

Overall Course Objectives

Upon completion of this course students will be able to:

1. Demonstrate significant progress in their transition as independent learners to initiate and sustain relevant campus connections and use of resources.

2. Identify individual learning styles and analyze their impact on academic success.

3. Analyze their own values and set short, mid- and long-term value-related goals. 

4. Assess their own interests and values towards exploration of related career options.

5. Apply techniques for memory enhancement, time management, effective reading, note-taking, and test-taking to college-level texts and material.

6. Demonstrate enhanced financial literacy

7. Apply creative and critical thinking techniques in problem solving and decision making.

8. Apply principles of academic integrity and civility to express ideas effectively both orally and in writing.

9. Demonstrate enhanced global awareness, appreciation for diversity, and understanding of self as civic and global citizens.

10. Demonstrate enhanced awareness of the connection between physical and emotional wellness and academic success.

11. Demonstrate enhanced understanding of effective interpersonal and intercultural communication.

Required Texts and Materials


(Available at the HCC Bookstore)

Textbook:  Becoming a Master Student Concise, Twelfth Edition by Dave Ellis

Additional materials: 
3-ring binder 


USB drive to save assignments

                                  
Pen



Report folder to create final portfolio




Stapler

Assignments must be:
· word-processed to receive full credit* (I’ll let you know about exceptions to this rule.)  

· written in your own words (Please consult the HCC Student Handbook for the policy on academic honesty.) 

· handed in at the beginning of class on the due date indicated on the calendar.

Concerning late assignments:  For each late task, ten percent of your grade will be deducted for the first class day that it is late, and twenty percent will be deducted for the second class day that it is late.  No assignment will be accepted more than one week past the original due date.
Attendance: Your participation in the class is valuable for both your learning and the success of the class as a whole.  Students who arrive promptly and remain for the entire class session have the best opportunities for academic success.  Therefore, in order to pass the course, you must be present for at least 75% of the class sessions.  This means that any student who misses seven (7) or more one-hour class sessions cannot pass the course.  Class will begin and end promptly.  Four (4) instances of five to ten minute late arrivals and/or early departures equal one absence.  Also, unless there are unusual circumstances, a late arrival of more than ten minutes equals one absence.
Grades:

The quality of your completed assignments determines your grades.  A grade sheet is included with your calendar so that you may keep track of how many points you earn out of a possible total of 370 points.  At the end of the semester, your final grade will be determined by averaging your grades on all assignments.



                   





Grade/Point Equivalents               
Packet 1, 5
       
      

   @ 55
each   



A = 330 - 370
Packet 2, 3, 4


     
   @ 65
each 



B = 295 - 329 

Final portfolio/presentation                         @ 55



    
C = 265 – 294


Instructor’s Option


   @ 10


                           D = 220 - 264                          





     


              F =     0 - 219
ABCs of Classroom Behavior

These policies may seem like basic common sense to most of you; however, in the best interest of the class, I want to include them here.  

Attentive – Please don’t disrupt the class to an unreasonable degree with late arrivals, leaving and returning to the classroom, leaving early or other non-productive activities like sleeping or socializing.  Also, please don’t work on homework for this class (because it is due upon your arrival to class) or any other class.  Please, please be sure to turn off all pagers and cell phones when in class, or, in case of emergency, to set to “silent” or “vibrate” mode. Text messaging is not allowed.
Brainy – Please be an active learner in class and out.  That way what you’re learning will be more meaningful, memorable and useable in future classes.  Also, do your own work.

Courteous – Please do your part to maintain a pleasant classroom atmosphere in which everyone feels comfortable.  Show respect for everyone and follow the Code of Conduct in your HCC Student Handbook.
Note:  Howard Community College does not operate on the same schedule for vacation days and snow days as the Howard County Public Schools.  Please check the HCC calendar for regularly scheduled days off and check the HCC website (www.howardcc.edu) or call (410) 772 - 4800 for notification of delayed opening or possible closing on days with inclement weather.  If the college has a late opening and there are more than 30 minutes of time left in a scheduled class at the late opening time, that particular class will meet for the remainder of the class time.  If the college will be closing early and there will be more than 30 minutes of time available for a scheduled class before the college closes, that particular class will meet during the available time.

Extra Help

If you need a computer to prepare your assignments, the computer labs, located in DH 110 and CL 129, the Composition and Literature Center in DH 210, and the Learning Assistance Center in RCF 340 are available. Contact the LAC in RCF 340 for information about free instruction on computers, if needed.

If you need guidance with your assignments, you can schedule an appointment with me in my office or see a tutor, available in both the Composition and Literature Center in DH 210 and the Write Room (RCF 352) inside the Learning Assistance Center in RCF 340.  ESL students should ask if ESL tutors are available; these experts can give you the specific help you may need.

Assignment Packets (Total -305 Points)
You will have five packets with a variety of assignments and activities to complete this semester. The first packet is provided below.  Others will be distributed in class or available to you on the supplemental CE6 website. 

Who I Am As a Learner

Packet 1 – 55 Points

Due Date ____________

_____ Control Inventory 

_____ Discovery Wheel (5)

_____ Multiple Intelligences (MI) (3)

_____ VAK (2)

_____ Learning Styles Inventory (4)

_____ Learning Styles Assessment (11)

_____ Power Process Chapter 1 (10)

_____ Campus Connection 1 (10)

_____ Reflection (10)
The purpose of this packet is to learn more about your individual characteristics as a learner and how HCC and this course can help you to be successful.  Please complete each component listed below, and then follow the directions for the reflection section.  

_____ Take the in-class control inventory that helps you determine whether you have a more internal or external sense of control.  

_____ Read the instructions for this activity on p. 24 of your BMS text.  Complete the Discovery Wheel activity on pp. 25-28; be sure to fill in the Discovery Wheel on p. 28.  You may use the Discovery Wheel Analysis Sheet distributed in class to help you visualize your areas of strength and areas of opportunity for improvement.  Now complete the journal on p. 29. 

_____ Read about multiple intelligences on p. 33.  Complete the Multiple Intelligences (MI) Checklist provided in class.

_____ Read about the VAK System, pp. 38-39. Complete the VAK Assessment in class.  

_____ For the Learning Styles Assessment read LSI 2, 5-6, 8 and pp. 36-37.  Complete the Learning Styles Inventory in your text (LSI 1-8 – some of this may be completed in class).  Write the following. 1) Paragraph 1: In the first sentence, identify your preferred mode (Mode 1, Mode 2, Mode 3, or Mode 4). Then in a paragraph of 5-7 sentences using your own words, describe your preferred mode, including your strengths and challenges.  Complete the informal Multiple Intelligences Assessment in class.  Read pp. 33-34. 2) Paragraph 2:  In the first sentence, identify your most developed intelligences.  Then in a paragraph of 5-7 sentences using your own words, describe your most developed intelligences. 3) Paragraph 3:  In the first sentence, identify your most developed sensory channel(s).  Then in a paragraph of 5-7 sentences using your own words, describe your most developed sensory channel(s).Now that you are aware of your various learning styles and preferences, think about how you will use them to become even more successful. Consider the courses you are taking right now. 4) Paragraph 4:  In a paragraph of 5-7 sentences, explain specific strategies you will use to achieve more success in your courses this semester.  Attach your Learning Styles “kite,” p. LSI-5 in the textbook.
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_____ Read the Chapter One Power Process on pp. 40-41. Write the following reaction paper. Paragraph 1: In your own words, summarize the assigned Power Process in one paragraph of 5-7 sentences.  2) Paragraphs 2 and 3: Describe two situations, each in one paragraph of 5-7 sentences, in which you have experienced or applied the Power Process in your own life. 3) Finally, think about the meaning of the Power Process to you.  Write an intention statement (See pgs. 5-6 in your textbook) based on that meaning:  “I intend to …” Note the syllabus: this assignment will be turned in Week #3 to give you an opportunity for instructor feedback.

_____ Access the student events calendar from the HCC Homepage, read notices posted on campus bulletin boards, and read about Student Life weekly events in your HCC e-mail.  Find an event that interests you within the first 4 weeks, one that fits your schedule (lots of choices). Compose a one-page campus connection reflection paper that answers the following questions:

· Who sponsored it?

· What, when, where was it?

· Why did you choose it?

· What did you learn? How might this help you as a student?

**Attach a program, brochure or flyer to verify your attendance.

_____ Reflect on what you have learned.  Paragraph 1: What have you learned about yourself as a student; use details from the other activities.  Paragraph 2:  Which activity helped you the most in determining your characteristics?  What characteristics will help you to be successful?  Provide a specific example of how you might use this information in a course that you are taking. Paragraph 3:  What do you need to work on to take control of your life?  Review Journal Entry #3 (p. 19). Based on your responses and your activities, what are three things you want to accomplish this semester and how might a better knowledge of yourself and of HCC help you to do that?

Instructor Option (10 points)

Your instructor will provide information regarding the requirements for these points. 
Final Portfolio (55 points)
To prepare for this activity, save all graded and returned assignments/packets. All pages should be hole-punched or slipped into plastic sleeves.  Your final portfolio includes all graded assignments (except the instructor option activities) and reflects your mastery of the course objectives.  It also includes a title page, a cover letter and a table of contents. (Further directions will be given in class.)

Name:  _______________________

Academic Planning Activity Worksheet    (This must be word-processed!)

Learning Program: ________________     

Page No.: ___________          Number of Credits Needed to Graduate: ______
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