ENGL 122

College Composition ll: Writing through Literature 

Instructor: Theresa Madden tmadden@howardcc.edu 

Description




Office: ELB 343 
41O-772-4833

ENGL-I 22 is the second of a two-semester sequence of college-level expository writing courses. (ENOL-121 is the first course in the sequence.) ENOL-I22 builds on argumentative, persuasive, close reading, and research skills using a variety of literary forms as the subjects for discussion and writing. Students advance their understanding of themselves as readers and writers, including the understanding that they participate with others in responsible public discourse and have moral and ethical responsibilities in that discourse. Approaching writing as a recursive process, this course emphasizes scholarly inquiry, literary analysis, and research. 

Students completing this course should be able to write persuasive, researched, and documented essays (of at least 2,000 words) demonstrating effective communication, knowledge of literary conventions and the conventions of standard written English and manuscript presentation. Prerequisite: Eligibility to enroll in ENGL-I22 is based on successful completion ofENGL-I21. (3 hours weekly). 

Overall Course Objectives 

Upon completion of this course the student will be able to do the following: 

1. Effectively analyze and address a range of audiences; 

2. Formulate and support theses and claims effectively with pertinent and persuasive evidence; 

3. Demonstrate knowledge of basic literary terms and conventions; 

4. Effectively apply basic literary concepts and terminology to support theses and claims; 

5. Effectively organize ideas within extended formal writing assignments; 

6. Write informative, argumentative and persuasive essays; 

7. Effectively locate, evaluate and incorporate several sources of information using library resources and electronic media; 

8. Demonstrate advanced conceptual skills and knowledge of researched essay conventions and 

documentation (MLA); 


7. 
Apply various editorial and revision strategies to enhance communication; 

8. Provide constructive feedback to other students' writing and arguments in a workshop setting; 

9. Demonstrate an awareness of their role and responsibilities as writers in public discourse; 

10. Demonstrate the ability to use word-processing, appropriate software programs, and electronic resources for writing and revision. 

Fiction ... is not dropped like a pebble upon the ground, as science may be; fiction is like a spider's web, attached ever so lightly perhaps. 

but still attached to life at all four corners. 

Virginia Woolf 

Major Topics 

1. Writing as a Recursive Process 

2. Analyzing Literature 

3. Conducting Scholarly Inquiry and Research 

4. Evaluating Sources 

5. Crafting the Argumentative Essay 

6. Writing the Effective Research Paper. 

7. Writing with Authority and Integrity 

Text: Making Literature Matter (Third Edition) by John Schilb and John Clifford 

Classroom procedure: Class time will be used to discuss the requirements and process of writing about literature and argument writing, as well as the literature itself and the assignments; to write (both informal write-to-learn activities and formal assignments); to participate in peer review; and to discuss work in progress with the instructor. Clear, persuasive writing is an acquired skill and requires a recursive process of reading, drafting, seeking reviews, revising, and editing. 

Grading:


Essay 1 
15% 


Essay 2 (in-class) 
20% 


Annotated Bibliography 
10% 


Essay 3 (Research essay) 
25% 


Essay 4 
20% 


Participation/attendance 
.1 0% 

"Hold fast to dreams. for if dreams die, 

life is a broken- winged bird that cannot fly." (Langston Hughes) 

Specific requirements:
· All of the formal graded essays must be completed in order to pass the class. 

· All papers must be word-processed, double-spaced, using a standard 12-point font and standard one-inch margins. 

· Late papers will be accepted for one week after the due date but will be lowered one letter grade. This policy does not apply to the final essay which must be handed in on the due date. 

· It is the student's responsibility to save all assignments, drafts, and graded papers in hard copy throughout the semester. Students should also save all of their work electronically so as to be able to reproduce assignments and papers and to be able to work on drafts in class. (Back-up saving is also crucial.) 

· All formal essays must be submitted in a pocket folder with all of the required drafts and informal assignments associated with that assignment

Attendance/Participation/Courtesy:

· Participation includes attending class regularly, being on time, being in class for the whole period, meeting due dates, taking part in discussions and peer reviews, doing in-class work with energy and attention, and being cheerful. © 

· To receive an A in attendance and participation, you may miss no more than one class and must participate regularly. (2-3 absences: B; 4·5 absences: C; 6-7 absences: D; more than 7: F) Please note the effect that your attendance/participation grade will have on your final average. 

· If you arrive after attendance has been taken, it is your responsibility to check with the instructor regarding your attendance record. (Three tardies will count as one absence.) 

· As a matter of courtesy, make sure that your cell phone is turned off while you are in class. Furthermore, it is a violation of the code of conduct to use any unauthorized electronic devices during class. 

· What we are aiming for is an atmosphere where everyone can learn and write---and enjoy doing both. 

Academic Honesty and Plagiarism: 

· To use another's words or ideas without acknowledging the source is theft. This is true whether the writer quotes directly or paraphrases the material, whether the material is published, is online, or comes from an acquaintance. 

· Writers must be scrupulously careful to provide proper credit when using the material of another, whether or not the assignment has been designated as a research project. This proper credit also means the proper use of documentation form. 

· Crediting of sources is not only necessary but also shows an understanding of scholarship and gives force and credibility to the student's work. 

· Students should review the college's policy regarding plagiarism and the serious consequences resulting from any form of academic dishonesty. 

· Students will be asked to submit the final draft ofform.al assignments to turnitin.com. Directions will be given in class. 

· Students must be very careful to follow all of the directions for in-class essays to ensure that their work is produced with academic honesty. 
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Special Services: 

Please make use of these HCC services that can help you to succeed: 

· For help with papers: The Write Room in the Learning Assistance Center (RCF 340) and the Composition and Literature Center (ELB 210) 

· For computer time: ELB I 10 and L 180 (You will need to show a valid BCC picture ID to use these labs.) For tutoring services: Academic Support Services (RCF 302) is available for all students. 

· Academic Support Services also provides particular academic support to physically and learning disabled students, first generation students, and low-income students. 

The Lake Isle of Innisfree 

I will arise and go now, and go to Innisfree, 

And a small cabin build there, of clay and wattles made; 
Nine bean-rows will I have there, a hive for the honey-bee, 
And live alone in the bee-loud glade. 


And I shall have some peace there, for peace comes dropping slow, 
5 

Dropping from the veils of the morning to where the cricket sings; 
There midnight's all a glimmer, and noon a purple glow, 

And evening full of the linnet's wings. 

I will arise and go now, for always night and day 

I hear lake water lapping with low sounds by the shore; 
10 

While I stand on the roadway, or on the pavement grey, 
I hear it in the deep heart's core. 

William Butler Yeats Ireland, 1892 

