ENGL 122
T. Madden

Essay 1: Short Story Analysis
Type of assignment: Analysis and response

Percent of grade: 15 %

Specific requirements:

· 2-3 pages, double-spaced

· Standard 12-point font with standard one-inch margins

· MLA documentation form for in-text citations and works cited page

· One or more of the short stories on the course calendar as subject matter

· Peer review

Purpose: 
To create a clear thesis statement



To support the thesis with well-selected evidence from the literary texts
To prepare a polished literary analysis

To use language skills that are appropriate for an academic audience

To practice MLA style citations

Topics:
You must use, for your analysis, at least one of the short stories that we are discussing in the first two and a half weeks of class.  You may, if you wish, bring into your analysis other works of literature or films with which you are familiar. However, the major focus of the paper must be on one (or two) of our class texts. 

Drafts:
You are encouraged to write many drafts, but a minimum of three is required. These drafts will be referred to as draft __.1,  __. 2,   __. 3.  The descriptions given here for Essay 1 will apply to each essay of the semester unless other directions are given.


Draft 1.1: 
A complete draft, though it may be in a fairly rough state


Draft 1.2:
Significant development and revision of your text, 



plus editing and polishing

Draft 1.3:
Draft submitted for evaluation (should show substantial work 





beyond draft 1.2.) 

(over)
Prompts: Each of the tasks below is intended to apply to many of the short stories that we have discussed. They should suggest the type of question that will lead to an acceptable, college-level thesis statement. You are welcome to adapt them to suit your ideas and discoveries. Some descriptions contain more questions than you may want to handle in one paper. Please hone them accordingly. In all cases, though, your aim is to write a carefully organized essay supported with specific detail from the texts you are considering.  Please choose one of the following:
· Because a short story writer must accomplish a great deal in a limited space, he/she is careful to make every detail count. Show the significance of minor details, word choices, lines of dialogue, actions, etc., in a short story, and explain how enriched one’s reading experience is when the importance of these details is realized. How do the details contribute to the theme, characterization, symbols, setting, etc., of the story?

· Illustrate the techniques used by one or two writers to develop characterization. Notice how the particular methods used influence your understanding of and reaction to the characters. How much interpretation is left to the reader? How do word choices influence our reaction to the characters?
· Look at two short stories with similar themes and compare and contrast the ways these ideas are communicated in different styles, characters, or genres. Which text is more effective in communicating the theme? Why?
· Choose two or three stories in which a symbol plays an important role. How does each writer develop and use the symbol? What does the symbol contribute to the selection? What effect does the symbol have on the reader?
· Often, the most difficult element to analyze in a piece of literature is style. Describe the style of a short story, illustrating your description as you progress through your paper. Show how the writer has created his/her particular style and how the style is appropriate in creating the effect of the piece.
· Identify the point of view (narrative viewpoint) of a particular short story. Is it appropriate to the story? How does it affect other elements of the story (characterization, theme, style, plot)? What would be the effect of the story if the point of view were changed (for example, from third person limited omniscient to first person)?
· Explain how the short story you have selected can be timeless. In other words, what lifts the piece out of its particular setting and enables it to speak universally to human beings? Are there archetypes in the literature that you can identify? What is their appeal?
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The Thesis Statement and Introduction
Thesis:
A statement of a position that must be supported with concrete evidence.


A thesis presents both a topic and a particular focus on that topic (your
 attitude or position).

A thesis statement that is appropriate for a college level paper is clearly expressed, 

arguable and challenging, sufficiently complex and ambitious, and original.
It takes into account the space allowed.

It is presently objectively (without “I”).

Inappropriate thesis statements:


“Best” or “worst” statements


A fact


Announcements (In this paper, I am going to….)

Obvious statements

Apologies (Of course, this is just my opinion. I’m not sure, but…)

Cliches or generalizations (All’s fair in love and war.)
Sample thesis statement: The epic Beowulf evokes a timeless, universal response in the reader because the hero enjoys freedom from the limited powers that frustrate our daily experience.  Beowulf has superhuman physical power, he experiences unquestioned loyalty and support from his followers, and he carries out his tasks with moral certitude.

The introductory paragraph may use:


An appropriate quotation


A key definition


Relevant background information

A brief story 


A provocative question

The introduction must contain:


Title and author of your selection(s)


Thesis

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Final note:
Remember that it is inappropriate to use “you” in academic writing.
