ESSAY 4 (IN-CLASS ESSAY): Writing about Love
Your in-class essay, which makes up 15% of your course grade, will take place on Thursday, December 4th (last class session).  You will come to class and write a 600-900 word essay that answers ONE of these questions.
· POETRY: Wislawa Szymborska’s “True Love” (622) and Sharon Olds’ “True Love” (624): Compare and contrast these two poems in terms of what they say about love.  Use quotes from the poems to discuss and support your ideas.
· ESSAYS: Paul Gray’s “What is Love?” (864) and Anastasia Toufexis’s “The Right Chemistry” (867):  Based on these essays and your own observation, do you think love (or romance) is cultural or biological?  Use quotes from the essays to discuss and support your ideas.

· STORIES: Kate Chopin’s “The Storm,” “The Story of an Hour,” and/or “Desiree’s Baby” (683-694):  Based on these stories, describe Chopin’s view of marriage.  Use quotes from the stories to discuss and support your ideas.

· STORIES: Raymond Carver’s “What We Talk about When We Talk about Love” (703): Is this story pessimistic or optimistic about love?  Use quotes from the poems to discuss and support your ideas.
On the day of the in-class essay, you will be allowed to have a 3x5 index card, this handout, your book (Making Literature Matter), a pen or pencil, and an English dictionary (in book form).  You must leave everything else in front of the room during the writing of the essay.  Your index card should include ONLY KEYWORDS/PHRASES with the exception of the thesis statement.  During the writing of the essay, you may not share any materials and you may not talk to each other (it’s not group work).  When you are finished writing, you will print one copy for submission and save the essay in a drive that I provide for you.
You will not have access to the internet, which means no access to CE6 or email.  All cell phones are to be kept off, and you are advised to use restrooms before you come to class – you will need the full 1 hour and 20 minutes!  If you miss the in-class essay, you may not make it up unless you have a documented, excused absence (e.g. doctor’s note).  If you are eligible for any learning accommodations, such as extended time, make arrangements with me in advance. 
Essay Requirements Checklist (for your use – not required)
	Check?
	Requirements 

	
	Proper heading at the top of the page

	
	2-3 pages (min 600 and max 900 words)

	
	Appropriate title for the essay

	
	Double-spaced

	
	Correct MLA in-text parenthetical citation (works cited page NOT required)

	
	Engaging introduction

	
	Thesis Statement: A clear answer to the question you are answering.

	
	Appropriate quotes from the literary work for support and sufficient discussion of these quotes (minimum 3 quotes)

	
	Distinct paragraphs organized with clear topic sentences and transitions 

	
	Conclusion paragraph that ties ideas together

	
	Free of major grammatical and spelling errors and typos

	
	No improper use of second-person pronoun, “you”


