The Spirit Catches You and You Fall DownPRIVATE 

Anne Fadiman

Writing Assignment for PHIL-201 Religions of the World

Describe the powers/abilities of the txiv neebs [tsi neng] or Hmong shaman.  What is his task in the final chapter "The Sacrifice?" [pp. 279-288]  What are the elements in the ritual?  What is the role of Lia's family and friends who have gathered for this ritual?  Do you find similarities between this shaman/this ritual and what Huston Smith tells us about the aboriginal people of Australia and the Dream Time?  If so, what are they?  What connections do you find between the Hmong folk tale of "Shee Yee and the Nine Evil Dab Brothers" [p. 170] and the txiv neebs in the final chapter?  In what ways are the challenges faced by Shee Yee and those faced by the txiv neebs similar?  How are they different?
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