Book Connection Project Tie-Ins for ENGL 200 

Children’s Literature
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The following quotes are from Barbara Kingsolver and illuminate her criteria for what makes a good story [From Small Wonder the essay entitled “What Good Is a Story?”].

“Stories can be gemstones or sand.” [P. 210]
“Whatever I’ve got to say [as an author] had better be important, worth every minute you’re giving it, with interest.” [P. 212]

“I don’t care what it’s about as long as it’s not trivial.  ----The business of fiction is to probe the tender spots of an imperfect world.” [P. 213]

Before students in ENGL 200 write and illustrate their picture books for the course project, they must read the essay from Small Wonder entitled “What Good Is a Story?”. Then, they must examine the two picture books, listed below, that employ Kingsolver’s criteria for making a good story:

WATER BOY

By David McPhail

© 2007

For ages 4-8

This is a beautifully illustrated book about a child who overcomes his fear of water.  The boy conquers this foible and discovers extraordinary abilities that change not only him but the rest of the world.  

Soft and gentle illustrations and an unusual bookbinding bring this effort to life showing a world where an inventive conservation strategy can help improve our environment.

WOLF! WOLF!

By John Rocco

© 2007

For ages 3-7

This is a retelling of the classic Aesop’s fable that touches upon our current-world life styles.  In this version, the wolf discovers that a symbiotic relationship with a goat not only changes his life but also makes the world a better place.

Gorgeous illustrations with a unique worldly touch will leave the reader intrigued as a “small wonder” emerges through this examination of the people we appear to be compared to what we might actually make of ourselves when we take the world around us into consideration!

By connecting the essay, from Small Wonder, about the value of a story to the two picture books, the students will be able to better understand the following concepts as Kingsolver states them: 
Essay:  What Good Is a Story?   pp 206-214

· “The best tales can stand up to the challenge… economy of language and revving plot-driven engine.” [P.209]

· “What makes writing good?…lyrical description, the arresting metaphor, the dialogue that falls so true on the ear it breaks the heart, the plot that winds up exactly where it should.” [P.209]

· “Literature should inform as well as enlighten…” [P. 213]

With an understanding of these concepts, the students will then be able to apply them to their own writing for the picture book project in the Children’s Literature [ENGL 200] course.
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