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In Appreciation  

 

 It has been nearly a year since Mrs. Rita Mayhew, MMT, BC-MT, de-

cided to retire as the Coordinator of the Music Institute.  For over five years 

Rita had tirelessly given of her time and talents to build, nurture, and expand 

the offerings of the Institute, formerly MAC.  When Dr. Kent began formu-

lating the idea of a noncredit music ñschoolò at Howard Community College, 

there were many organizational obstacles to negotiate thru and overcome, 

not the least of which was lack of personnel with that kind of work experi-

ence.  Rita appeared on the scene just in time to help work through many of 

those obstacles with her previous experience at similar community music 

schools at the Cleveland Institute and Loyola College, New Orleans.  They 

managed to ñstart from scratchò an organization that has become an integral 

part of the musical offerings at the college.  Rita was responsible for the day 

to day organizational work and program development for the Institute.  She 

helped expand the number of teachers from less than ten to thirty-four, and 

thereby expand student registrants from a couple dozen over a course of a 

year to over three hundred students over a course of a year!   

 

 Rita, who is passionate about nurturing children, started with a single 

summer enrichment program which has steadily grown to include eight 

camps, from Piano Camp to World Music!  It is due to this passionate com-

mitment to the children of Howard County and surrounding communities 

that Rita decided to step down as coordinator of TMI.  As a licensed Music 

Therapist, Rita had always juggled teaching with her duties as Coordinator.  

By retiring from the administration of the institute, she has found the time do 

what she had always wanted to do: Expand her work as a Music Therapist 

both with her private studio at the Institute and with her HCC college stu-

dents who are pursuing degrees under her tutelage.  I am proud to have 

worked with Rita as ñMr. Financeò during her tenure and now am happy to 

receive her thoughtful guidance as the new Coordinator.   I am therefore 

thrilled to offer her our thanks and gratitude for a job extremely well done!   

 

Brava Rita!! 
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Welcome, 
 I am happy to know that you are considering becoming part of The Music Institute family or that 

you have decided to return as one of our musical family members!  We are very pleased to announce 

that after six years as an musical entity on campus, The Music Institute has been integrated into the col-

lege computer system.  Finally, we have been recognized by our wonderful administration as being the 

vibrant and immensely important musical community that we have know ourselves to be since our very 

inception.  This recognition will give us several benefits that I will discuss later on in this catalog. 

 I want to take this opportunity to thank all of our marvelous students, parents and supporters, 

who have helped in so many ways to make The Music Institute such a wonderful presence both on cam-

pus and in the greater Howard County community.  The faith that you have placed in our teachers and 

institution for six years, is both gratifying and humbling.  We will work hard to ensure that your faith in 

us is merited and hope that you know that we pledge to continue our efforts to assist you with your per-

sonal musical goals long into the future! 

      With warm regards, 

       James Bailey - Coordinator 

Why Study at The Music Institute  
 

We offer a faculty of more than 30 musician-educators who are graduates of some of the finest mu-

sic institutions in the world. 

 

State of the art facilities in the Peter and Elizabeth Horowitz Visual and Performing Arts Center, 

opened Fall 2006. 

 

Our faculty performs and offers instruction in a variety of musical styles and genres at all ability 

levels from beginner to advanced. 

 

We work with our students and their families to identify the best teacher for each studentôs learning 

style. 

 

We are large enough to offer a wide variety of programs, yet small enough the meet the individual 

needs and goals of each student. 

 

Family members of all ages can study in one convenient location. 

 

Our students perform in many recitals and other performance opportunities throughout the year. 

 

Through our adult and preparatory recital program, students and guests have the opportunity to hear 

performances of an array of musical styles and instruments. 

 

Visiting musicians work with and critique individual student performances in the Master Class pro-

gram. 

 

The Music Institute offers monthly payment options and methods which are administered by the 

Finance Department at no additional cost. 

 

We offer students the opportunity and enjoyment of performing in ensembles with peers, and in 

some cases, with college students and community members. 

 

We bring students from different communities together to make music and lifelong friendships. 

 

The Music Institute at HCC is dedicated to enriching the community and helping to build a stronger 

community through music. 
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HCC Music Department  
 The Howard Community College Music Department endeavors to meet the musical needs and 

interests of the area through its academic degree programs, performance media and enrichment opportu-

nities as well as through its non-credit division, The Music Institute.  The Music Department and its non-

credit counterpart are committed to their roles as leaders in the cultural life of this community and pro-

viders of lifelong learning experiences. 

 

The Music Institute at HCC (formerly Musical Arts Center)  
 The Music Institute, as an outgrowth of the Howard Community College Music Department, 

offers private music lessons in all orchestral instruments, classical and jazz piano, voice, jazz, acoustic 

and classical guitar, Celtic harp, bagpipes and ukulele.  As a comprehensive music school, we offer 

classes for adults and children in beginning piano and violin, Suzuki violin, the ColourstringsÊ violin 

program for beginning violin students, and Music Therapy for individuals with special needs.  We also 

have excellent performing opportunities, an environment that embraces and promotes technological ad-

vances, the ability to enrich the greater community through special class offerings, Master Classes and 

faculty concerts, and a diverse faculty who are known both as excellent teachers and performers.  We 

invite you to pursue ñMusic for Your Lifetimeò here at The Music Institute at HCC. 

 

PROGRAMS 
  

 The Music Institute, a community music school, extends the music program of Howard Commu-

nity Collegeôs Music Department to students of all ages by offering private instruction in piano, voice, 

woodwinds, brass, percussion, guitar (orchestral and band/jazz instruments), jazz improvisation, theory, 

and composition as well as beginning classes in piano, violin and jazz improvisation, a variety of ensem-

bles that include Chamber Orchestra, Jazz Ensemble, Prep Jazz Band, Rock Band, HCC Singers, Senior 

Choir, Cello Ensemble, Prep Orchestra, Chamber Ensemble, Guitar Ensemble, Woodwind Ensemble, 

Brass Ensemble, Percussion Ensemble, in addition to various other small chamber ensembles. 

 

Preparatory Department 
 The preparatory department is designed to teach and guide the music studies of students under 

the age of 18 years.  Lessons and classes for children are designed and taught to introduce and develop 

younger students into the world of music.  Lessons are individualized and classes encourage self-

expression in a group setting.  The need of students wanting to play in groups has given rise to our 

unique and varied ensemble program.  Studentsô interests and talents are nurtured to provide opportuni-

ties for competitions and further musical advancement, if desired.  Many performance opportunities are 

available, including Preparatory Recitals and Competition Prep Recitals. 

 

Adult/Continuing Education  
 Interest in and a desire to learn about music does not stop at age 18 although the focus can be 

different.  With that in mind, we have created lessons, classes and ensembles for students over the age of 

18 years.  Whether you want to start private lessons for the first time, take up an instrument you havenôt 

played since high school, or just make music and friends, the Music Institute provides many opportuni-

ties for learning, and performing music. 

  The Music Institute is fortunate to have as its core, the faculty of the Music Department of 

Howard Community College.  The college faculty makes up 98% of the Musical Arts Center faculty.  

Most of our instructors have a master's degree, while many have doctoral degrees.  The faculty per-

forms locally, nationally, and internationally.  Faculty biographies and a continuously updated list of 

faculty and student performances can be found on the Music Department website at 

www.howardcc.edu/music.  The Music Institute faculty is highly trained, experienced and moti-

vated and most importantly, they are dedicated teachers who love what they do. 

 

 

http://www.howardcc.edu/music
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The Music Institute Faculty 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Piano 

Kristina Suter 

Alan Blackman, jazz 

Marian Buck-Lew 

Wei-Der Huang 

Hsien-Ann Meng 

Bill Scanlan Murphy, jazz 

Lisa Rehwoldt 

Hsiu-Hui Wang-Myers 

Kueiï I Wu 

Deborah Zagorin 

 

Voice 

Deborah Kent 

James Bailey 

Judith Cavendish 

Nedje Michelle Douyon 

 

Winds 

Kyle Coughlin, clarinet & saxophone, 

     jazz improvisation 

Todd Butler, trumpet 

Jared Denhard, trombone, euphonium 

Melissa Lindon, flute 

Sandra Lisicky, Oboe/English horn 

David Rybczynski, saxophone 

 

Theory/Composition 

Bill Scanlan Murphy 

 

 

Strings 

Benjamin Myers, cello 

Evonne Lindquist-Baasch, violin, Suzuki 

Joan Bob, Viola 

Yoon Nah Cho, cello 

Cathleen Jeffcoat, violin, ColourstringsÔ 

Yi -Hsin (Cindy) Lin, violin 

Amy Shook, bass 

Ae Young Sun, violin 

Sheng-Tsung Wang, violin 

 

Percussion 

Tim McKay 

 

Guitar 

Bruce Casteel 

Scott Goriup 

Michael Raitzyk 

 

Music Therapy  

Rita Mayhew, BC-MT 

 

Folk Instruments 

Jared Denhard, Celtic harp, bag pipes,  

     ukulele 

Scott Goriup, ukulele 
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AREAS OF STUDY 
 

Piano 
 The piano faculty at the Music Institute is a group of dedicated and experienced teachers who 

fosters the love of music and enables lifelong enjoyment of music in their students.  Their love of music 

and pursuit of excellence is demonstrated through their own achievements and actions. 

  Most of the piano faculty have obtained a Doctor of Musical Arts degree in piano performance, 

and continue to distinguish themselves through performances in the Baltimore-Washington area as well 

as on national and international stages.  Many are also piano faculty at the college level.  In addition to 

teaching and performing, they are also active members of the National Guild of Music Teachers, Music 

Teachers National Association and its affiliated organizations on the state and county levels.   

The faculty works with students of all ages.  Whether you are a piano student heading to a music 

conservatory or a college music department; someone who wants to enjoy playing the piano for yourself; 

or a working/retired adult who wants to realize the dream of playing the piano, come to The Music Insti-

tute and the faculty will support, encourage and guide you to your goal. 

 

 

Strings 
The Music Institute is proud of its first-rate strings program. You can take private lessons in vio-

lin, viola, cello, and bass, and you can join a small chamber ensemble. We also have a Cello Ensemble 

and String Orchestra open to students of all ages who perform a successful audition.  

The Music Institute strings faculty is the one of the best you will find in any preparatory pro-

gram. Nearly all of our teachers are also HCC college instructors, and also teach at other colleges, music 

conservatories, and music departments in the DELMARVA area. Our strings faculty, which includes the 

award-winning Gemini Piano Trio, has appeared in concert in venues such as Carnegie Hall, the Ken-

nedy Center, and Alice Tully Hall. They teach from experience gained in the real world of performing 

on the concert circuit.  Programs for our younger students include Suzuki classes, ColourstringsÊ and 

Preparatory ensembles. 

 

 

Winds 
The woodwind department offers lessons to students of all ages and ability levels on the clarinet, 

saxophone, flute, and recorder.  The brass department teaches lessons in trumpet, trombone, euphonium, 

French horn and tuba.  Our faculty is experienced in styles ranging from classical to jazz to pop, and is 

comfortable teaching and playing in any of those styles.  We foster our studentsô musical interests and 

encourage them to be the most well-rounded musician they can be. 

 The Music Institute also has ensembles for wind instruments in addition to the larger Prep Jazz 

Band and the HCC Jazz Ensemble. 

 

 

Voice 
The voice faculty is a dedicated group of teachers, scholars and artists who emphasize good vo-

cal health, efficient technique and confidence in performance.  These basics apply to all singing, no mat-

ter if your interests are traditional art music/opera, popular/jazz, choral music, or musical theater styles.  

   

Whether your wish is to pursue music as a career or you just want to sing in the shower, our nur-

turing instruction will further your confidence in your ability, help to develop your singing skills, and 

foster an appreciation of vocal music that will last a lifetime.   

With some exceptions, we believe that serious vocal study should not begin before the age of 

14, but we feel that it is never too late to begin instruction.  The habits learned early in vocal study can 

determine the length and success of a potential singing career.  We encourage students to participate in 

outside activities that support their dreams and ambitions.  We encourage regular recital participation to 
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help develop self confidence and a positive performance persona.  Come join us and see what your voice 

can become ï we will be with you every step of the way, guiding and encouraging you.   

 

 

Percussion 
It's an exciting time to play percussion at the Music Institute at HCC! Take lessons from our 

professional percussionist on any area that interests you - classical and orchestral percussion, jazz, Latin 

and world percussion, and more! Learn to play any one of HCC's many wonderful brand new percussion 

instruments, like drum set, congas, timpani, and the beautiful 5-octave Yamaha marimba. Feed your in-

ner percussionist and let the fun start today! 

 

 

Guitar   
 The guitar faculty approaches teaching as an individualized activity.  Lessons are designed with 

each studentôs interests and needs in mind.  Believing that a student will learn best with music that he or 

she knows and loves, the guitar faculty tailors the lessons to each studentôs tastes while addressing the 

important technical, theoretical, and `musical requirements for each style of music.   Age ranges are 

from 8 to senior citizens. We teach in many different styles from Classical, Folk, Blues and  Rock to 

Jazz.  Electric guitars as well as acoustic instruments are accepted. We accept beginning bass students 

who are looking for ensemble-oriented lessons as well as insights into bass techniques and theory. 

For younger students (8 years and younger), we are able to accommodate their physical limita-

tions with such starter instruments as baritone ukuleles and half-size guitars, often lending the instru-

ment for a time until the student is ready to move ahead to his or her larger instrument. Our faculty 

structure lessons based on the cognitive and physical talents of each student as well as musical tastes 

making lessons educational and interesting as well as enjoyable.     

 

 

Music Therapy 
 ñMusic Therapy is an established healthcare profession that uses music to address physical, 

emotional, cognitive, and social needs of individuals of all ages.  Music therapy improves the quality of 

life for persons who are well and meets the needs of children and adults with disabilities or illnesses.  

Music therapy interventions can be designed to promote wellness, manage stress, alleviate pain, express 

feelings, enhance memory, improve communication and promote physical rehabilitation.ò  (American 

Music Therapy website)   

The Music Therapy program at The Music Institute at HCC  is unique in the area and offers in-

dividually-designed private music therapy sessions with a board-certified music therapist for people with 

disabilities.  Private beginning piano lessons are also available with a music therapist.  Through a coop-

erative program with Howard County Public Schools, high school music therapy internships and work-

study programs are also available. 

 

 

Suzuki Beginning Violin 
 Sr. Shinichi Suzuki, a master violin teacher and founder of the Japanese Talent Education 

Movement, revolutionized violin teaching.  Results have truly been outstanding!  The Suzuki method is 

based on the principle that every child can develop his abilities during the early absorbing and sensitive 

years far beyond what most people can imagine.  A child learns music through the same process he 

learns his mother tongue language.  Thus the parentsô role is vital in the development of early learning 

ability.  The parent attends lessons and helps with practice at home.  The basic principles of the Suzuki 

Method consist of listening, motivation, proper technique, repetition and reinforcement.  The primary 

goal is to train the child not only in musical abilities but also in his total human development.  You may, 

with the instructorôs permission, sign up for fewer then the  entire seven months of lessons 
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ColourstringsÊ 

 ColourstringsÊ is a world-renowned method of musical instruction that begins from the earliest 

stages of a childôs instruction and develops the necessary skills of study for college level.  The Hungar-

ian Szilvay brothers have based their method, the Kodaly method, which integrates instrumental studies 

with singing.  In using scientifically related colors to identify specific strings, children develop the abil-

ity to read music readily in a natural progression of learning. 

 

Stage One ï Book A 

 

Students will receive 30 minute group lessons per week with a minimum of three and a maxi-

mum of five students per class.  Ages are 4-8 years old.  Parents are encouraged to attend lessons.  For 

more information about the ColourstringsÊ method, visit the Colourstrings web site at http://

www.colourstrings.co.uk.   

http://www.colourstrings.co.uk
http://www.colourstrings.co.uk

