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Welcome 

 

Hello and welcome to The Music Institute at Howard Community College! If you are new to us, 

we are happy to meet you and hope that you enjoy your musical journey while you are with us; if you 

are a returning member, we are happy to see you again!  We recently made a few changes in our person-

nel.  Dr. Deborah Kent, who helped found and foster (MAC) TMIôs growth as one of Howard Countyôs 

leading music schools has stepped down as the Director.  HCCôs current Director of Music, Dr. Hsien-

Ann Meng is now at the helm as TMIôs Director.  Additionally, TMI has been granted its first full-time 

staff position by the President and the Board of Howard Community College.  James Bailey, who has 

worked as TMIôs Financial Officer and Coordinator, has been hired as TMIôs Program Manager.   

 

                The school year, 2011-2012, marks the beginning of the fourth academic year that TMI has 

been included in the college registration system.  During this past year, Records and Registration re-

quested that TMI take over much of the registration process for current and new students.  This has 

made the process much more efficient and easier to track.  It has also helped us speed up the turnaround 

time from registering through invoicing.  We hope that you have found this change to be as beneficial as 

we have.  While CashNet has become more popular as a payment option, all other payment options are 

still available for your use.   

 

TMI was pleased to run several summer classes.  Our Piano Performance Workshop, Summer 

String Orchestra, and Summer Cello Ensembles were all very successful.  The Gemini Piano Trio con-

tinued their excellent Chamber Music Workshop with their largest number of participants to date.  Look 

for additional information about our summer offerings on the website. 

 

 Since we are always striving to expand our musical programs and improve those programs al-

ready in place, we have hired two new faculty members in the areas of Music Therapy and Drum Set. 

Please check the TMI Tempo for more information about our new faculty members.  Another exciting 

program development is the creation of three scholarship funds handled by HCCôs Development Office.  

These funds will allow TMI to give grants to those students who demonstrate financial need.   

 

Our enrollment has increased, which is remarkable considering the current fiscal climate.  Such 

growth is a testament to our parents and students and to the community at large.  Just as in previous 

years, we pledge to continue to offer the same high caliber of lessons and classes.  Now that we have a 

full time position, we look forward to providing our students and community with an even higher level 

of customer service.  If you have any suggestions or concerns about the Institute, please feel  free to call 

or write us.   We know that you have many music school choices and could have chosen to study else-

where.  We are grateful that you have chosen our school for your studies.  The Music Institute would 

like to sincerely thank you, its members, for the opportunity to help you discover musical greatness 

within yourself and within others. 

 

 

Best Wishes for a Fun and Successful Year! 

  

 James Bailey - Program Manager 
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Why Study at The Music Institute  

 

¶ We offer a faculty of more than 30 musician-educators who are graduates of some of the finest 

music institutions in the world. 
 

¶ State of the art facilities in the Peter and Elizabeth Horowitz Visual and Performing Arts Center. 
 

¶ Our faculty performs and offers instruction in a variety of musical styles and genres at all ability 

levels from beginner to advanced. 
 

¶ We work with our students and their families to identify the best teacher for each studentôs learning 

style. 
 

¶ We are large enough to offer a wide variety of programs, yet small enough the meet the individual 

needs and goals of each student. 
 

¶ Family members of all ages can study in one convenient location. 
 

¶ Our students perform in many recitals and other performance opportunities throughout the year. 
 

¶ Through our adult and preparatory recital program, students and guests have the opportunity to hear 

performances of an array of musical styles and instruments. 
 

¶ Visiting musicians work with and critique individual student performances in the Master Class 

program. 
 

¶ The Music Institute offers monthly payment options and methods which are administered by the 

Finance Department at no additional cost. 
 

¶ We offer students the opportunity and enjoyment of performing in ensembles with peers, and in 

some cases, with college students and community members. 
 

¶ We bring students from different communities together to make music and lifelong friendships. 
 

¶ The Music Institute at HCC is dedicated to enriching the community and helping to build a stronger 

community through music. 

 

 

HCC Music Department  

 

 The Howard Community College Music Department endeavors to meet the musical needs and 

interests of the area through its academic degree programs, performance media, and enrichment 

opportunities as well as through its non-credit division, The Music Institute.  The Music Department and 

its non-credit counterpart are committed to their roles as leaders in the cultural life of this community 

and providers of lifelong learning experiences. 

 

 

The Music Institute at HCC 

 

 The Music Institute, as an outgrowth of the Howard Community College Music Department, 

offers private music lessons in all orchestral instruments, classical and jazz piano, voice, jazz, acoustic 

and classical guitar, Celtic harp, bagpipes, and ukulele.  As a comprehensive music school, we offer 

classes for adults and children in beginning piano and violin, Suzuki violin, the ColourstringsÊ violin 

program for beginning violin students, and Music Therapy for individuals with special needs.  We also 

have excellent performance opportunities, an environment that embraces and promotes technological 

advances, the ability to enrich the greater community through special class offerings, Master Classes and 

faculty concerts, and a diverse faculty who are known both as excellent teachers and performers.  We 

invite you to pursue ñMusic for Your Lifetimeò here at The Music Institute at HCC. 



Programs 

 

 The Music Institute, a community music school, extends the music program of Howard 

Community Collegeôs Music Department to students of all ages by offering private instruction in piano, 

voice, woodwinds, brass, percussion, guitar, jazz improvisation, theory, and composition as well as 

beginning classes in piano, violin, and jazz improvisation.  We also offer a variety of ensembles that 

include Chamber Orchestra, Jazz Ensemble, Prep Jazz Band, Rock Band, HCC Singers, Senior Choir, 

Cello Ensemble, Prep Orchestra, Chamber Ensemble, Guitar Ensemble, Woodwind Ensemble, Brass 

Ensemble, Percussion Ensemble, and various other small chamber ensembles. 

 

Preparatory Department 

 

 The preparatory department is designed to teach and guide the music studies of students under 

the age of 18.  Lessons and classes for children are designed and taught to introduce and develop 

younger students into the world of music.  Lessons are individualized and classes encourage self-

expression in a group setting.  The need of students wanting to play in groups has given rise to our 

unique and varied ensemble program.  Studentsô interests and talents are nurtured to provide 

opportunities for competitions and further musical advancement, if desired.  Many performance 

opportunities are available, including Preparatory Recitals and Competition Prep Recitals. 

 

Adult/Continuing Education 

 

 Interest in and a desire to learn about music does not stop at age 18 although the focus can be 

different.  With that in mind, we have created lessons, classes, and ensembles for students over the age 

of 18 years.  Whether you want to start private lessons for the first time, take up an instrument you 

havenôt played since high school, or just make music and friends, the Music Institute provides many 

opportunities for learning, and performing music. 

Susan Keech Sweeney and Ellen Sellers perform in 

this summerôs Piano Performance Workshop. 



AREAS OF STUDY 

 

Piano 

 The piano faculty at the Music Institute is a group of dedicated and experienced teachers who 

foster the love of music and enable lifelong enjoyment of music in their students.  Their love of music 

and pursuit of excellence is demonstrated through their own achievements and actions. 

  Most of the piano faculty have obtained a Doctor of Musical Arts degree in piano performance, 

and continue to distinguish themselves through performances in the Baltimore-Washington area as well 

as on national and international stages.  Many are also piano faculty at the college level.  In addition to 

teaching and performing, they are also active members of the National Guild of Music Teachers, Music 

Teachers National Association and its affiliated organizations on the state and county levels.   

The faculty works with students of all ages.  Whether you are a piano student heading to a music 

conservatory or a college music department; someone who wants to enjoy playing the piano for yourself; 

or a working/retired adult who wants to realize the dream of playing the piano, come to The Music 

Institute and the faculty will support, encourage, and guide you to your goal. 

 

Strings 

The Music Institute is proud of its first-rate string program. You can take private lessons in 

violin, viola, cello, and bass, and you can join a small chamber ensemble. We also have a Cello 

Ensemble and String Orchestra open to students of all ages who perform a successful audition.  

The Music Institute string faculty is the one of the best you will find in any preparatory 

program. Nearly all of our teachers are also HCC college instructors, and also teach at other colleges, 

music conservatories, and music departments in the DELMARVA area. Our strings faculty, which 

includes the award-winning Gemini Piano Trio, has appeared in concert in venues such as Carnegie 

Hall, the Kennedy Center, and Alice Tully Hall. They teach from experience gained in the real world of 

performing on the concert circuit.  Programs for our younger students include Suzuki classes, 

ColourstringsÊ, and Preparatory ensembles. 

 

Winds 

The woodwind department offers lessons to students of all ages and ability levels on the flute, 

oboe, clarinet, saxophone, and recorder.  The brass department teaches lessons in trumpet, trombone, 

euphonium, French horn, and tuba.  Our faculty is experienced in styles ranging from classical to jazz to 

pop, and is comfortable teaching and playing in any of those styles.  We foster our studentsô musical 

interests and encourage them to be the most well-rounded musician they can be. 

 The Music Institute also has ensembles for wind instruments in addition to the larger Prep Jazz 

Band and the HCC Jazz Ensemble. 

 

Voice 

The voice faculty is a dedicated group of teachers, scholars and artists who emphasize good 

vocal health, efficient technique, and confidence in performance.  These basics apply to all singing, no 

matter if your interests are traditional art music/opera, popular/jazz, choral music, or musical theater 

styles.     

Whether your wish is to pursue music as a career or you just want to sing in the shower, our 

nurturing instruction will further your confidence in your ability, help develop your singing skills, and 

foster an appreciation of vocal music that will last a lifetime.   

With some exceptions, we believe that serious vocal study should not begin before the age of 

14, but we feel that it is never too late to begin instruction.  The habits learned early in vocal study can 

determine the length and success of a potential singing career.  We encourage students to participate in 

outside activities that support their dreams and ambitions.  We encourage regular recital participation to 

help develop self confidence and a positive performance persona.  Come join us and see what your voice 



can become ï we will be with you every step of the way, guiding and encouraging you.   

 

Percussion 

It's an exciting time to play percussion at the Music Institute at HCC! Take lessons from our 

professional percussionists in any area that interests you - classical and orchestral percussion, jazz, Latin 

and world percussion, and more. Learn to play any one of HCC's many wonderful percussion 

instruments, like drum set, congas, timpani, and the beautiful 5-octave Yamaha marimba. Feed your 

inner percussionist and let the fun start today! 

 

Guitar 

 The guitar faculty approaches teaching as an individualized activity.  Lessons are designed with 

each studentôs interests and needs in mind.  Believing that a student will learn best with music that he or 

she knows and loves, the guitar faculty tailors the lessons to each studentôs tastes while addressing the 

important technical, theoretical, and musical requirements for each style of music.   Age ranges are from 

8 to senior citizens. We teach in many different styles including Classical, Folk, Blues, Rock, and Jazz.  

Electric guitars as well as acoustic instruments are accepted. We accept beginning bass students who are 

looking for ensemble-oriented lessons as well as insights into bass techniques and theory. 

For younger students (8 years and younger), we are able to accommodate their physical 

limitations with such starter instruments as baritone ukuleles and half-size guitars, often lending the 

instrument for a time until the student is ready to move ahead to his or her larger instrument. Our faculty 

structure lessons based on the cognitive and physical talents of each student as well as musical tastes 

making lessons educational and interesting as well as enjoyable.     

 

Music Therapy 

 Music Therapy is the clinical and evidence-based use of music interventions to accomplish 

individualized goals within a therapeutic relationship by a credentialed professional who has completed 

an approved music therapy program. 

 Music therapy interventions can be designed to: 
¶ promote wellness   
¶ manage stress 
¶ alleviate pain   
¶ express feelings 
¶ enhance memory   
¶ improve communication 
¶ promote physical rehabilitation  

 Research in music therapy supports its effectiveness in a wide variety of healthcare and 

educational settings. 

From American Music Therapy Association website September, 2010. 

 

 The Music Therapy program at Howard Community Collegeôs Music Institute offers 

specifically-designed private and group music therapy sessions with board-certified music therapists for 

individuals with special needs.  Private beginning piano and guitar lessons are also available with a 

music therapist (see pages 10-12 for new Music Therapy classes).  Through a cooperative program with 

Howard County Public Schools, high school music therapy internships and work-study programs for 

students with special needs are also offered. 

 

SuzukiÈ Beginning Violin 

 The SuzukiÈ method is based on the principle that every child can develop his abilities during 

the early absorbing and sensitive years far beyond what most people can imagine.  Mr. Shinichi Suzuki, 

a master violin teacher and founder of the Japanese Talent Education Movement, revolutionized violin 

teaching. A child learns music through the same process he learns his mother tongue language; the 



parentsô role is vital in the development of early learning ability.  The parent attends lessons and helps 

with practice at home.  The basic principles of the SuzukiÈ  Method consist of listening, motivation, 

proper technique, repetition, and reinforcement.  The primary goal is to train the student not only in 

musical abilities but also in his total human development.   

 Students will receive a 45-minute group lesson per week. Parents are encouraged to attend 

lessons. 

 

ColourstringsÊ 

 ColourstringsÊ is a world-renowned method of musical instruction that begins from the earliest 

stages of a childôs instruction and develops the necessary skills of study for college level.  The 

Hungarian Szilvay brothers have based their method on the Kodaly method, which integrates 

instrumental studies with singing.  In using scientifically related colors to identify specific strings, 

children develop the ability to read music readily in a natural progression of learning. 

Stage One ï Book A 

Students will one receive 30-minute group lesson per week with a minimum of three and a 

maximum of five students per class.  Eligible ages are 4-8 years old.  Parents are encouraged to attend 

lessons.  For more information about the ColourstringsÊ method, visit the Colourstrings web site at 

http://www.colourstrings.co.uk.   

Cathleen Jeffcoat leads the 2011 Summer String Orchestra. 

http://www.colourstrings.co.uk


Piano 

Alan Blackman, jazz 

Marian Buck-Lew 

Wei-Der Huang 

Hsien-Ann Meng * 

Bill Scanlan Murphy, jazz, rock 

Lisa Rehwoldt 

Kristina Suter * 

Hsiu-Hui Wang 

David Wasser 

Kueiï I Wu 

Deborah Zagorin 

 

Voice 

James Bailey + 

Judith Cavendish 

Nedje Michelle Douyon 

Deborah Kent * 

Lorianna Markovic 

 

Winds 

Elizabeth Berman, oboe 

Kyle Coughlin *, clarinet, saxophone, 

 jazz improvisation 

Jared Denhard, trombone, euphonium 

Amelia Fannin, bassoon 

Melissa Lindon, flute 

Brent Madsen, trumpet 

David Rybczynski, saxophone 

  

Theory/Composition 

Bill Scanlan Murphy 

 

 

 

 

Strings 

Yoon Yang Bae, Violin 

Joan Bob, Viola 

Yoon Nah Cho, cello 

Rebekah Herbold, cello 

Cathleen Jeffcoat, violin, ColourstringsÓ , 
Suzukiϯ  
Yi-Hsin (Cindy) Lin, violin 

Benjamin Myers *, cello 

Jeff Reed, bass 

Ae Young Sun, violin 

Julie Wagner, double-bass (classical) 

Sheng-Tsung Wang, violin 

  

Percussion 

Michael Kuhl, Drum Set 

Timothy McKay 

 

Guitar 

Bruce Casteel, classical 

Scott Goriup 

Michael Raitzyk, jazz 

 

Music Therapy  

Rita Mayhew, MT-BC 

Naomi Ritter-Cantesanu, MT-BC 

 

Folk Instruments 

Jared Denhard, Celtic harp, bagpipes,  

     Ukulele 

 

*  = HCC Full Time Faculty, + = Full Time 

Staff 

 

The Music Institute Faculty 

 

The Music Institute and the faculty of the Music Department of Howard Community College 

are one and the same.  Many of our instructors have a master's degree, while several have 

doctoral degrees.  The faculty performs locally, nationally, and internationally; faculty 

biographies and a continuously updated list of faculty and student performances can be found 

on the Music Department website at www.howardcc.edu/music.  The Instituteôs faculty are 

highly trained, experienced, motivated, and, most importantly, dedicated teachers who love 

what they do. 

http://www.howardcc.edu/music


GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT LESSONS, CLASSES AND ENSEMBLES 

  

 The lessons, classes and ensembles offered by The Music Institute have been designed to meet 

the needs and interests of our students.  Whether you are a very young beginner experiencing  formal 

music training for the first time, a high school student preparing for conservatory studies, an adult 

wishing to return to the instrument you set aside after high school, someone wishing to play your 

instrument along with other musicians in an ensemble setting, or a music lover wanting to know more 

about music and be a more informed listener, The Music Institute has many offerings just for you.  If 

you donôt see what you want, please call the Institute office.  

 

PRIVATE LESSONS 

 Private lessons in all orchestral and band instruments, voice, and piano are offered to students of 

all ages and levels of playing ability.  Students can start private lessons anytime during the year.   

  Recommended Beginning Age of Student 

 Piano, Strings, Ukulele       5 years 

 Guitar         8 years 

 Woodwinds, Brass, Percussion 9-10 years 

 Voice       14 years 

 

 

Lesson Lengths 

 30, 45 or 60 minutes weekly 

 

Instrument/Materials/Practice Facilities 

Students enrolled in individual instruction must have their own instruments and/or have regular 

access to an instrument for practice unless other arrangements are made with teacher.  If required, 

students should purchase any additional materials as soon as possible in order to facilitate instruction.  

There are practice rooms available for our music students for regular practice time at HCC.  Instructions 

and regulations are posted on practice room doors and online.  Students wishing to reserve a regular 

practice time must go to the Arts & Humanities Division Office, HVPA 200, during office hours and 

show proof of registration or a Practice Room Pass (available at the TMI Office).  

 

PAIR LESSONS 

 Two students with similar ability levels can be paired with a teacher for a semiprivate lesson.   

Each participant must sign up for a minimum of one section. For each (one) session that a participant 

registers, the number of pair lessons will be eight (8) weeks. Tuition will be the same for a private 

lesson, divided evenly between the two students.  Pair lessons can be arranged with the permission of the 

instructor. 

 

ENSEMBLES AND CLASSES 

 The Music Institute offers a variety of classes and ensemble.  Each class and ensemble is 

designed with our studentsô and the communityôs interests in mind.  This gives students the opportunity 

to learn important ensemble skills, take advantage of many occasions to perform while experiencing the 

joy of making music with other musicians.  Students are grouped together by age and ability level to 

foster a nurturing  environment.  Ensemble coaching by TMI faculty is first-rate.  Our faculty regularly 

performs in ensembles, such as the HCC Jazz Faculty Ensemble, the Gemini Piano Trio, Accordare 

Piano Duo, and Octtava Piano Duo. 



THE MUSIC INSTITUTE RESERVES THE RIGHT TO CANCEL CLASSES 

THAT DO NOT MEET MINIMUM ENROLLMENT REQUIREMENTS.  
 

SuzukiÈ Beginning Violin 

 

Monday   5:30 pmð6:15 pm  HVPA TBA $300 

 

ColourstringsÊ 

 

 Wednesday   5:45 pmð6:30 pm  HVPA 260 $300 

         $35 Materials 

Beginner Cello Ensemble 

 

 Saturday  1:00 pmð3:00 pm  HVPA 150 $200 

         (14 weeks) 

HCC Cello Ensemble 

 

 Saturday  1:00 pmð3:00 pm  HVPA 140 $200 

         (14 weeks) 

Prep Orchestra 

 

 Learn the basics of chamber ensemble playing (learning how to play together through listening 

and rehearsal techniques.).  Play Baroque and Renaissance music.  Course runs 12 weeks. 

 Saturday  3:00 pmð5:00 pm  HVPA 140 $200 

 

Classical Guitar Ensemble 

 

 Traditional acoustic guitar ensemble for adults and younger students with permission of 

instructor.  Class runs 14 weeks and is led by guitarist Scott Goriup. 

 TBA          TBA    HVPA TBA $200 

 

Jazz Guitar Ensemble 

 

 Jazz guitar ensemble.  Class runs 14 weeks and is led by jazz guitarist Michael Raitzyk. 

 TBA          TBA    HVPA TBA $200 

 

Gumbo EnsembleðAges 10ðAdult 

 

 Blues/Rock/Country World, R&B!  Many stylistic approaches spanning decades of recorded 

music!  Vocalists encouraged!!  Course runs 12 weeks and is led by Scott Goriup. 

 Sunday          TBA    HVPA140 $200 

 

Percussion Ensemble 

 

 The HCC Percussion Ensemble is open to HCC music majors and high school percussionists 

(grades 9-12) who actively participate in their school music program. The Percussion Ensemble will 

explore various styles of percussion music through weekly rehearsals and end of semester performances. 

The course runs for 14 weeks and is lead by Tim McKay. 

 TBA   TBA    HVPA 150 $200 

 



The HCC Jazz Ensemble 

 The HCC Jazz Ensemble includes college students, as well as high school students and members 

of the community who sign up through the Music Institute program.  The group focuses on traditional 

jazz but plays a wide variety of rock and Latin styles, too.  Students are required to participate in the end

-of-semester concert.  The students are taught techniques on playing together as an ensemble.  Also, 

improvisation skills and creative approaches to soloing are taught.  Participation in the group is by 

audition only.  Students who are interested should contact the instructor.  Please note that an audition is 

required for this class. Course runs  14 weeks. 

Tues/Thurs  4:00 ï 5:30 pm    HVPA 140 $200 

 

Jazz Improvisation Class 

 This class teaches the basics of jazz improvisation.  It is a skill that can be systematically 

learned.  Basic instrument skills are required.  For beginners to intermediate level.  Class runs 14 weeks.   

 Tues/Thurs  3:00 pmð3:50 pm   HVPA 140 $200 

 

Songwriting Class I/II 

 Get your half-written songs or first glimmerings of inspiration into finished, marketable shape. 

Learn to write your song down, fix the lyrics and say what you really mean to say, your way, with 30-

year music industry veteran Bill Murphy. From first idea to finished lead sheet/arrangement. Copyright 

on all finished product stays with the student.  Class runs 12 weeks. 

Thursday   5:30 pmð6:30 pm   HVPA 160 $300 

 

Ukulele Meet-up: Strumming and Singing 

 Join Jared Denhard  to explore ukulele music of all styles, folk, jazz, and old and new pop tunes.  

This class is designed for players who mainly want a relaxed weekly forum to play the ukulele and sing 

along with other ukulelists.  This strumming/singing group is also perfect for new players, as they can 

learn chords and  develop strong playing skills in a fun, low pressure class setting.  Class runs 12 weeks. 

 Wednesday  8:00ð9:00 pm    HVPA 160A $200 

 

Ukulele Orchestra Ages 13 and up 

(Younger musicians with permission of instructor.) 

 Be on the cutting edge as the "third wave" of 'Ukulele Mania sweeps the mainland!  Join 

Columbia's own Ukemeister, Jared Denhard, and learn the ukulele from scratch, improve your current 

skills, or challenge your already formidable self playing Hawaiian, jazz, old time, pop, and even rock on 

this delightful, good humored instrument. Even if you've never "spanked that uke" before, you'll be 

strumming chords in no time. If you don't have a 'ukulele (soprano, concert or tenor, GCEA tuning) you 

can use one of ours!  Class runs 12 weeks. 

 Wednesday  7:00pmð8:00 pm   HVPA 160A $200 

 

Music Therapy GroupðSocial Skills I/II 

 The purpose of this music therapy group is to provide an opportunity for children with special 

needs to learn and practice social skills in a supportive, nonthreatening music environment.  Through the 

use of music therapy techniques, a board-certified music therapist will design sessions to address each 

enrolled memberôs individual needs.  Placement level will be determined by the Music Therapist.  Class 

runs 12 weeks and is lead by Jessica Negus. 

 I.   Saturday  TBA (possibly 9:30amð10:20am) HVPA TBA  $200 

 II.  Saturday  TBA (possibly 10:30amð11: 20am) 

 

 

 



PERFORMANCE OPPORTUNITIES 

 

Recitals 

 

 The Music Institute has regularly scheduled recitals for both our Prep and our Adult/Continuing 

Education students which are held in the Monteabaro Recital Hall in the Peter and Elizabeth Horowitz 

Visual and Performing Arts Center. 

 

¶ Adult/Continuing Education Recital  Friday, December 2, 2011   7:30 PM 

¶ Student Recital (non honors)  Saturday, December 10, 2011  2:00 PM 

¶ Student Recital (non honors)  Saturday, December 10, 2011  4:00 PM 

¶ Honors Recital    Sunday, December 11, 2011  3:00 PM 

¶ Adult/Continuing Education Recital  Friday, May 4, 2012   7:30 PM 

¶ Student Recital (non honors)  Saturday, May 12, 2012    2:00 PM 

¶ Student (non honors)   Saturday, May 12, 2012    4:00 PM 

¶ Honors Recital    Sunday, May 20, 2012   3:00 PM 

 

Studio Recitals 

 Music Institute faculty schedule recitals for their Institute students throughout the year in the 

Monteabaro Recital Hall.  It gives our students the opportunity to obtain vital performance experience in 

a more relaxed setting. 

 

HCC Events 

 Students of the Music Institute are invited to perform at events sponsored by Howard 

Community College.  Institute students, along with faculty and HCC music students, often are requested 

to perform at official college functions. 

 

Competition Prep Recitals 

 Students preparing to participate in the many music competitions for school age children will 

find these TBA recitals a good opportunity to become ñcompetition ready.ò 

 

Little Patuxent Opera Institute 

 An intensive vocal workshop for singers wanting to expand their acting/vocal technique and 

who also want to engage themselves in a fully staged operatic performance experience.  Selections range 

from arias and ensembles from opera and operetta to shorter complete works.  Begins with auditions in 

the Winter and Spring, an intensive five week period of classes, lessons and rehearsals during the 

summer, and culminates in summer performances. 

 We offer two levels of participation, an Apprentice Level for serious High School aged singers, 

to allow younger classically trained singers to participate in the opera workshop, and the Studio Level 

for more advanced students who have attained or are currently working toward a music degree. More 

information about LPOI is available on the website. 

 

Master Classes: HCC Candlelight Concert Series Master Classes 

 In conjunction with Candlelight Concert Series and the Howard Community College Music 

Department, The Music Institute sponsors Master Classes with internationally-known performing artists.  

In November, Mr. Jason Vieaux will present a Guitar Master Class and in the Spring Mr. Jonathan 

Carney, Concert Master of the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra, will present a Master Class for 

Violinists.    Performers are selected from current HCC/TMI students or alumni to play for the world's 

leading artists in the intimate and inviting  Monteabaro Recital Hall.   For information and registration 

procedures, call Dr. Benjamin Myers, 443-518-4801. 



Policies and Procedures 
 

Registration Process 

 

All Students must be registered before beginning lessons, classes and ensembles. 

  

¶ New students must contact the TMI office for teacher assignments.  Returning students may 

contact their teachers directly or they may ask TMI personnel to have the teacher contact them. 

¶ All students must have a current Student Information Sheet on file in the TMI office and should 

notify TMI of any changes.  New Student Information Sheets can be found in the Music Suite or 

on the website. 

¶ All students must have a current Consent Form on file in TMI office (the student must complete 

a Consent Form for each completed registration).  This may be filled out with the Student 

Information Sheet.  It states that the registration has been approved; contains a Media 

Permission Statement; contains a Waiver of Responsibility; and must include a student/

responsible party signature. 

¶ Students must be registered BY THEIR TEACHERS.  This can take place at any time during the 

year, although there are specific registration dates that correspond to the sections that are being 

registered (see page 15).  After parental/responsible party approval, the registration form is 

submitted to the TMI office for approval and processing.   

¶ Once the TMI office has processed the registration, an e-invoice with payment information is 

sent to the student/responsible party via e-mail.  

¶ Lessons may not begin until payment for the first section has been received.  Ensembles must 

be paid for in full before a student may participate. Teachers will be notified by the TMI office 

when lessons may begin.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Available Private Lesson Options 

 

 All Music Institute students must register for lessons in sections of four.  For example (please 

refer to the TMI Section chart below), a student may register for as many sections as they wish and have 

mutually agreed upon with their respective teacher.  All registrations are flexible in terms of the length 

A piano quintet performs as part of the 2011 GPT Chamber Music Workshop. 



of the lessons, but must be grouped in sections of 4 weeks.  Lessons are available in half-hour, 45-

minute, and hour lengths. 

 

Trial Lessons for New Students 

 

 We offer to new students the option of choosing a 4-week trial period before committing to an 

extended lesson plan.  For questions, contact the Music Institute office. 

 

Private Instruction: 

 

 Tuition is based on the instructorôs rate for either a 1/2 hour, 3/4 hour, or one hour lesson 

multiplied by the number of lessons.  Tuition for a 1/2 hour private lesson ranges from $28.65 to $39.45.  

Please note that tuition costs for private lessons have been modestly increased for this Academic Year.  

TMI pledges not to increase private lesson tuition costs for the 2012-2013 academic year.  

 

Individualized Chamber Coaching: 

 

 Ensembles coaching schedules for 2 or more students are arranged between the instructor and 

the students.  Please inquire with the TMI staff for further details.  

 

Ensembles and Classes 

 Please see pages 10 through 12 for complete descriptions, times and tuition/fees.  Please bear in 

mind that tuition and fees for ensembles and classes must be paid in full before the classes/rehearsals 

begin and may not be broken into multiple payments. 

 

Music Institute Sections  

 

 The chart below shows the Music Instituteôs sections for the 2011-2012 year. 

Term Section # Start Date End Date 

2011A2 009 8/28/11  9/24/11  

2011A2 010 9/25/11 10/22/11  

2011A2 011 10/23/11 11/19/11  

2011A2 012 11/20/11 12/17/11 

2012A1 001 1/1/12 1/28/12 

2012A1 002 1/29/12 2/25/12 

2012A1 003 2/26/12  3/24/12 

2012A1 004 3/25/12  4/21/12 

2012A1 005 4/22/12 5/19/12 

2012A1 006 5/20/12  6/16/12 

2012A2 007 6/17/12 7/14/12 

2012A2 008 7/15/12  8/11/12 



Billing 

 

 If you elect to pay your bill monthly in person or by phone, it must also be done  according to 

the schedule on the next page.  There are no additional fees for making payments in installments.   

 The Finance Department processes bills for all unpaid balances and mails them two weeks prior 

to their due date.  This bill will be for the entire amount owed PER TERM (2011A2 or 2012 A1), and not 

for the entire school year, so please refer to the e-invoice for information about monthly amounts due.   

 If  the minimum payment is unpaid by the due date, HCC may invoke its right to collect 

delinquent payments, possibly (in extreme cases) using a collection agency to do so.  The Registrar may 

then elect to deregister the students from that set of private lessons and the teacher would be obligated to 

cease teaching that student for any unpaid lessons.   

 Please note that Finance processes bills on the morning of the Billing Dates listed below.  Late 

registrations will not receive a bill until the next Billing Date.  The full unpaid amount will be listed 

on the bill for one complete Term (6 month period).  Please pay your prearranged monthly payment as 

listed on your e-invoice. 

 

Payment Procedures 

 

 Section fees and tuition payments for at least one section are due before lessons can begin.  

The entire section fee and tuition payment for classes and ensembles is due before they begin 

meeting.   The Music Institute office can not accept and process payments.  Payments may be made by 

one of the methods below. 

 

Payment cannot be made until the e-invoice is  

received from TMI (or Finance bill). 

 

 

Forms and payments may be submitted in the following ways: 

 A.  Taken in person by the student/parent to the Cashierôs Window or it can be placed  in the 

drop safe in Room 222 of the RCF Building (outside cashiers office). 

 B.  Mailed to: Howard Community College 

  Attn: Cashierôs Office, RCF 212 

  10901 Little Patuxent Parkway 

  Columbia, MD 21044 

       Please Note: Mailed forms must be received by the payment deadline. 

 C.  The CashNet link found on the e-Invoice can be accessed for online credit card 

 payments. 

 D.  Registrants/Responsible Parties can call the Cashierôs Office at (443) 518-1862 to make a 

 payment via credit card.  This number is also located on the studentôs e-Invoice. 

 

CashNet Payments 

 

 For private lessons, patrons have the option of paying the full amount of tuition or paying in 

monthly installments through CashNet, if you are registering for more than one section.  A link to the 

website is found in the e-invoice.  Once the website is accessed, there are directions as to how to use the 

system.  If you make monthly payments, the e-invoice contains due dates, which are found in the table 

on the next page.  There are no additional fees for paying through CashNet. 

 

 

 



Fees 

 

 For applied music lessons, there is only one type of fee assessed, a per-section fee.  The amount 

of the fee is $10.00 per section regardless of the length of the lesson.  For ensembles, the fee is $20.00 

per ensemble.  The e-invoice clearly states both tuition and fee totals and outlines payment methods. 

 A new policy regarding fee waivers for multiple child families enrolled in private lessons has 

been implemented.  Please contact the office for details. 

 

Payment Schedule 

 

 The chart below shows The Music Institute at HCCôs payment schedule for the 2011-2012 year.  

This chart is based on HCCôs billing cycle. 

 

Penalties  

 

 Most of our teachers depend on their respective teaching load as their primary source of income.  

Therefore it is the policy of the Music Institute that early withdrawal from contracted lessons will 

incur a four lesson penalty.  Please be aware, timely payments allow the administration to make sure 

the teachers are paid on a regular basis.   If for some reason, one wishes to drop sections due to illness, 

financial constraints, or relocation, the request must be made in writing to TMI.  This may be done 

through email or snail mail.  The same penalty expressed above applies in these cases. 

Term Section # Billing Date Due Date 

2011A2 009 08/12/2011 08/26/2011 

2011A2 010 09/9/2011 09/23/2011 

2011A2 011 10/7/2011 10/21/2011 

2011A2 012 11/4/2011 11/18/2011 

2012A1 001 12/08/2011 12/22/2012 

2012A1 002 1/13/2012 1/27/2012 

2012A1 003 2/10/2012 2/24/2012 

2012A1 004 3/9/2012 3/23/2012 

2012A1 005 4/6/2012 4/20/2012 

2012A1 006 5/4/2012 5/18/2012 

2012A2 007 6/1/2012 6/15/2012 

2012A2 008 6/29/2012 7/13/2012 



Refunds 

 

For Classes & Ensembles: 

 If any class or ensemble has insufficient enrollment, the Music Institute reserves the right to 

cancel the class and will refund all tuition.  There are no refunds for classes, ensembles or individualized 

coaching sessions that are in progress.   

 

For Private Lessons: 

 The Music Institute understands that serious situations may arise where the suspension of 

lessons becomes necessary.  Should you experience such circumstances and desire to withdraw from 

lessons, please make your request in writing, stating the 

circumstances that make the withdrawal necessary.  Verbal 

requests cannot be accepted.  Fees are nonrefundable.  Also, 

as many of our faculty depend on their respective teaching 

incomes as a large source of their total income, any granted 

withdrawal will still require that the teacher have a ñfour 

lesson cushionò, unless the instructor waives this 

stipulation, which also must be made in writing.  Please see 

above for information about penalties.  No verbal waivers can 

be accepted. 

 Notice of withdrawal from private instruction and 

request for refunds must be made, in writing, to the Music 

Institute office for approval.  Verbal requests cannot be 

accepted.  Fees and materials costs are nonrefundable. 

 For private instruction, there are no refunds within a 

section that is currently running.  Refund requests made one month prior to the Start Date (please see the 

Music Institute Sections on page 17) of the next section, may be granted a full tuition refund 

 Refund checks will be issued by the HCC business office within 21 business days after the 

written request is received by the Music Institute office. For new students, this policy will be effective 

after the four week trial period. 

 

Absences/Tardiness 

 Regular attendance is very important for students to fully develop their musical abilities.  

Students are charged for all lessons or classes for which they register, including those missed through 

student absence.  As a courtesy, students are expected to directly notify their teachers of any impending 

absence from lessons.  Instructors are not required to makeup lessons missed by students.   

 Lessons canceled by the teacher will be rescheduled.  Lessons canceled due to weather or other 

emergency will be rescheduled if possible.  The Music Institute follows school closing policies of 

Howard Community College.  HCCôs weather emergency closings will be aired on Baltimore and 

Washington television stations affiliated with the major networks and on area radio stations between 6 

and 9 am.  If HCC classes are canceled anytime after the college opens, announcements will be aired in 

the same manner.  A recorded message will also be placed on the collegeôs main telephone number, 443-

518-1000 and a message posted on the college homepage, www.howardcc.edu. 

 Tardy students cannot be guaranteed full lesson time.  Teachers must stay on schedule for 

subsequent students. 

 A weekly attendance report will be maintained by the teacher and student, detailing lesson 

times, lengths and any other pertinent details.  It is imperative that the teacher and student maintain good 

records using the Lesson Chart provided by the Music Institute office.  In the case of any disputes as to 

the number or length of lessons given and received, the Lesson Chart (which should have identical 

information) will be the accepted reference document rather than personal schedule books.  

MeiJade Hsu, Margarette Wang, and Kitty Strakna  

during TMIôs Piano Performance Workshop 2011 



 

Change of Instructor 

 Our four week trial lesson period for beginning students allows both students and instructors 

ample opportunity to decide if they want to continue working together, or if the student wishes to 

continue lessons at all.  We strive to pair students and teachers together to achieve the best results, but 

we view the process as a professional obligation on the part of both the teacher and the client. 

 In other cases, if a change is desired, student/parents must first discuss this with the current 

teacher, and then the office must be notified, in writing.   Students desiring to change teachers must 

give one monthôs notice ï no exceptions.  Most teachers rely on their private teaching as their primary 

source of income and it is both unfair and unprofessional to end the teacher/student association abruptly 

without proper notice.  Please refer to page 17 for penalty information. 

 

Location 

 Howard Community College is conveniently located just a couple of miles from the intersection 

of US Route 29 and MD Route 175.  The Music Institute is in the Peter and Elizabeth Horowitz Visual 

and Performing Arts Center on the Howard Community College campus.  Directions to Howard 

Community College can be found on the college website at www.howardcc.edu.  A map of the 

campus is printed on the following page.  

Little Patuxent Opera Institute participants perform a scene from Mozartôs Die Zauberflöte (2010). 

http://www.howardcc.edu/


Horowitz Center Parking 

 

   We are happy to announce the opening of HCC Parking Garage Two at the South Entrance to 

the Horowitz Visual and Performing Arts Center.  This 750-Space garage is now the closest parking lot 

for TMI/Horowitz Center students/patrons.  Construction of the Health Sciences Building is still under-

way.  Parking is available in Garage Two, Lot A (near Duncan Hall) and Lots B & C (North of the 

Rouse Company Foundation Building).  Handicap Parking is located: 

1. On the first level of Parking Garage Two. 

2. Along Campus Drive on the South side of the HVPA Center. 

3. Behind the HVPA Center by the trailer classrooms. 

4. In Lot E, adjacent to the Rouse Company Foundation Building. 

5. In Lot A, adjacent to Duncan Hall. 

6. In Lot K, outside Clark Library.  

When parking on these or any other lots on campus, please be considerate of our handicapped students 

and refrain from parking in spaces reserved solely for their use. 

Photo of Parking Garage Two, located off 

Campus Drive across from the  

Horowitz Visual and Performing Arts Center 

HCC Campus Map 


